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Ignacio Helmke Miquel (Valdivia, 1990) holds a BA in Art and a BA in Aesthetics from the
Pontificia Universidad Catélica de Chile. He also completed a Master’s degree in Latin American
Studies at the University of Chile. He is currently beginning his PhD at the Universitdat Miinster,
with the support of a DAAD scholarship.

His research interest encompass ethno-aesthetics, heritage photography, wood culture, the
german settlers in Chile and Argentina and their scientific contributions, as well as written
culture, and finally the intercultural relations in the context of capuchin and anglican missionary
activity.

Proyecto de investigacion

His current doctoral research project is entitled ‘Transfers, translations and interpretations.
Texts and images by Otto Biirger and Hans Helfritz (1900-1960)’, focusing on the production of
books, images and collections by these two authors in Latin America and the world.

The research project focuses on two German authors and their relationship with Latin America,
which have received very little attention in historical, anthropological and Latin American
cultural studies research. They are the biologist Otto Biirger (1865-1945) and the musicologist
Hans Helfritz (1902-1995). Both travelled from Germany to Chile and, from there, travelled to
other countries on the continent and around the globe. Their experiences and experiences were
reflected in an extensive visual and written production in the form of travel books, which were
published mainly in Germany, in the German language and for a German public, so that
knowledge of them is scarce in Latin America. They did not coincide in Chile, due to their periods
of residence in the country. The selection criterion for both is a series of common elements such
as the country of origin; the lasting relationship with Chile as a place of residence or as a base
for other destinations in Latin America; the shift from a specific profession to the production of
books with a strong use of photographs; and the publication in German by German publishers.
The interest in both productions is that they offer narratives, interpretations and images about
different places on the continent and about Latin America as a whole, which have remained
largely unstudied or unattended to date. As an initial hypothesis, it is proposed that both authors
contribute to the construction of a discourse on Latin America and Chile in particular, and that
they offer little-known visions of the territory, its inhabitants and customs. This information and
proposals, gathered by both authors during their travels, were not widely circulated or known,
mainly due to the language barrier.
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