Thoughts on Various Subjects
Textual Introduction

Having first appeared in Miscellanies in Prose and Verse of 1711, here
numbered [1] to [46], Various Thoughts was reprinted, with the addition of [47]
to [97] and the variant title Thoughts on Various Subjects, in Miscellanies in
Prose and Verse: The First Volume in 1727. Swift had offered to send this
incremental instalment to Pope in December 1726: “I have some few of those
things | call thoughts moral and diverting; if you please | will send the best | can
pick from them, to add to the new volume.”* Pope’s response must have been
encouraging, and the augmented Various Thoughts duly appeared in the first
volume of the Pope-Swift Miscellanies published on 24 June in the following
year.” Both instalments were reprinted in Faulkner’s Works of 1735. Finally,
Further Thoughts on Various Subjects were added in 1745.

For the Historical Introduction, readers are referred to Various Thoughts,
Moral and Diverting.
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