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Abstract:" Motivated by a classical result of Szökefalvi-Nagy in functional
analysis, Dixmier asked in 1950 which group representations can be made
unitary. This question is still open, but I will report on some progress ob-
tained with Epstein and Ozawa. We approach the question with ideas bor-
rowed from XIXth century electricity theory as well as from contemporary
percolation theory. As a result, we obtain notably non-unitarizable repre-
sentations for Burnside groups and a new characterization of amenability.
The talk will be expository."

Tee wird ab 16:00 Uhr im Sitzungszimmer SR 0 des Mathematischen Insti-
tuts serviert.
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