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The Quxr’anic Revelation as God’s
Woxrd in Human Discouxrse

An Anthropological Approach

== Mouhanad Khorchide*

Abstract:

This paper deals with the concept of revelation in the Islamic context as the word
of God in a human discourse, in an attempt to redefine revelation by adopting the
concept of freedom and mercy. Thus, it seeks to overcome a dual epistemological
dilemma that resulted from the Islamic tradition approach and the philological
historical approach. Therefore, the paper deal with the following issues: What is
the reasonability of talking about the divine manifestation regardless of the con-
texts in which it occurs? Is revelation a cognitive necessity or just a reminder of
rational knowledge? And how is the divine manifestation carried out according to
the Islamic vision? The first question relates to an epistemological issue that deals
with the conditions for the possibility of realizing religious knowledge based on
revelation; as for the second question, it fundamentally deals with the relationship
between religion and reason, relying on the concepts of freedom and mercy as
essential pillars in the redefinition of revelation; while I seek in the last question
to present a new approach that enables the redefinition of revelation as a divine
manifestation, and to relate this attempt to our present time by using a hermeneu-
tic approach to the Quran.

Keywords: Revelation; Divine manifestation; Mercy; Historical-theological

approach;Hermeneutics

* Head of the Center for Islamic Theology and Professor of Qur’anic studies at the University of Miinster.
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bekdmpfte Religionsphilosophie Hegels und der Junghegelianer Drei Briefe (Berlin: Springer, 1843).
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60 Thomas Bauer, Die Kultur der Ambiguitdt: Eine andere Geschichte des Islams (Berlin Verlag der
Weltreligionen, 2011), p. 130.

61 Ibed. p. 130f.
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62 Neuwirth, Der Koran als Text der Spdtantike, p. 487f; Angelika Neuwirth, Der Koran.
Mittelmekkanische Suren. Bd 2,1: Fruhmittelmekkanische Suren (Berlin: Verlag der Weltreligionen,
2017), p. 605, 641.
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