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Supplementary material 

Supplementary Material 7 – Short autopsy report from Schönbrunn 

 

From the Archbishop’s Archive: short summary of Kn’s autopsy at Schönbrunn [translation by BS Kasper]. 

 

“Extensive, affecting the major part of the cortical mantle, on section band-like, apparently elderly spongious 

disaggregation,  respectively garland-like softening in the middle part of the cortex, most profound in the central 

region, in places alternating with hardened areas. Sclersosis of the thalami and the white matter next to the 

ventricles. Circumscript lobular atrophy within the cerebellum. Hydrocephalus ext. and int. General cerebellar 

atrophy. Fresh thrombosis of some larger pial veins over the frontal cerebrum. Grey degeneration of the 

pyramidal tracts and the dorsal columns. Assymmety of the skull. Contactures of the lower extremities. Profound 

muscular atrophy, esp. of the calves. Confluent bronchopneumonia with the right inferior pulmonar lobe, lesser 

also within the base of the left inferior lobe. Purulent bronchitis and bronchiolitis. Acute lymphadenitis of the 

mediastinal lymph nodes. Soft swelling of the spleen. Anemia and Atrophy of inner organs. Old pleural adhesions 

on the right. Right-concave scoliosis of the thoracal spine." 
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