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Based on § 2 Abs. 4 and § 64 Abs. 1 of the Gesetz über die Hochschulen des Landes Nordrhein-
Westfalen (Hochschulgesetz – HG) (Universities and Colleges of North Rhine-Westphalia Act) as 
amended by the Hochschulzukunftsgesetz (Higher Education Autonomy Act) of 16 September 2014 
(GV NRW p. 547) and in accordance with the Dutch Higher Education and Research Act (Wet op het 
Hoger Onderwijs en Wetenschappelijk onderzoek, short WHW, section 7.59 and section 7.13 on Teach-
ing and Examination Regulations) the University of Münster and the University of Twente have pub-
lished the following Examination Regulations: 
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§ 1 
Area of Application of the Examination Regulations 

(1) These Examination Regulations apply to the Joint Bachelor’s Degree Programme “Public Govern-
ance across Borders” at the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster (D), short Münster Univer-
sity or WWU, and the Universiteit Twente/Twente University (Enschede/NL), short the UT. 

(2) The Student Charter of Twente University applies where specific programme requirements and 
student regulations concerning the study at Twente University are concerned. The student charter 
consists of two parts: the institutional section (ISS) and the academic section (FSS). Parts of the 
academic section are the Teaching and Examination Regulations (OER) and the Rules and Regula-
tions of the Examination Boards (R&R), as adopted in accordance with section 7.13 of the Higher 
Education and Research Act. 
 
 

§ 2 
Goal of the Programme 

The Bachelor’s programme “Public Governance across Borders” is an undergraduate degree course 
which aims to equip students with academic as well as professional knowledge and skills so that 
they can map public issues, analyse their causes and contribute to the design of effective solu-
tions. Such analyses and problem approaches include different levels of scale (local, regional, na-
tional, European and international), while a special focus is laid on the European Union and its 
institutions and the process of European integration. 

Within the programme, students acquire knowledge in the areas of Political Science, Public Ad-
ministration, European Studies, Law and Economics. The programme also focuses on a sound 
methodological training in methods of the Social Sciences. The scientific training is backed by pro-
fessional qualifications. Students learn to work and think in a target-oriented manner and accord-
ing to scientific rules. They also learn to critically question and debate scientific findings and take 
responsibility for their own actions. 

The bachelor programme furthermore aims to prepare students for admission to a Master’s pro-
gramme. 
  
 

§ 3 
Bachelor’s Degree 

The successful candidate will be awarded the academic degree “Bachelor of Science” (BSc) with 
the adjunct “in Public Governance across Borders”. 
 
 

§ 4 
Examination Board 

(1) Fachbereich 06 (Faculty 06) of the Westfälische-Wilhelms Universität Münster and Faculty of 
Behavioural, Management and Social Sciences (BMS) of the Universiteit Twente jointly appoint an 
examination board to organize and supervise the examinations within these Examination Regula-
tions. The board reports to the respective faculties, and, if applicable, provides suggestions for 
innovations on and development of the Examination Regulations. 
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(2) The examination board (WWU: Prüfungsausschuss, UT: examencommissie) consists of the 
chair, his/her deputy and six additional members. Each university elects the same number of 
members to the examination board. Chair, deputy chair and two additional members are selected 
from the group of full professors, two members from the group of academic staff and two members 
from the group of students. The student board members are elected at the WWU. 

(3) The elections/appointments for the groups of professors and academic staff are valid for two 
years, for the group of students one year. Re-election is possible. 

(4) Chairmanship of the examination board alternates between the two universities with every elec-
tion period. 

(5) Members of the examination board are either elected by the representatives of the groups in the 
Fachbereichsrat (faculty board) (WWU) or appointed by the Head of Faculty (UT). All members of the 
examination board are confirmed by the faculty board (Fachbereichsrat) at the WWU and by the 
Dean at the UT. 

(6) Members from the group of students do not cooperate in the grading and recognition of course 
work and required examinations, the setting of examination tasks and the selection of examiners. 
They also do not have voting-rights concerning these matters. 

(7) The examination board has a quorum if the chair or deputy chair, two members from the group 
of professors and two additional members are present. Decisions are made by simple majority; in 
the case of equality of votes the chair, or in his/her absence the deputy chair, has the deciding 
vote. Concerning matters referred to in § 4 (6), the quorum is reached once the chair or deputy 
chair and three additional non-student members are present. 

(8) The examination board can transfer regular and undisputed tasks to its chair. This is not appli-
cable to decisions on appeals (Widersprüche). For decisions on appeals the procedures according 
to Dutch or German law must be followed, depending on where the examination has been passed. 

(9) The Examinations Office (WWU: Institut für Politikwissenschaft, UT: Griffie) acts as agent of the 
examination board. 

(10) Members of the examination board may attend all examinations. 

(11) The members of the examination board have an obligation of maintaining confidentiality. 
Board members who are not already placed under such an obligation through their position as a 
state employee have to be placed under this obligation by the chair. Examination board meetings 
are not public. 
 
(12) For exams that are solely or mainly in the responsibility of the University of Münster, the Joint 
Examination Board is responsible. For exams that are solely or mainly in the responsibility of the 
University of Twente, the regular examination board of the University of Twente  and the subsidiary 
joint examination board are responsible. The details of the relation between the regular examina-
tion Board (of the University of Twente) and the Joint Examination Board will be arranged in a sepa-
rate regulation. 
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§ 5 
Admission to the Programme and the Bachelor’s Examination 

(1) Admission to the programme “Public Governance across Borders” at the Westfälische Wilhelms-
Universität Münster and the Universiteit Twente is granted by a Joint Admission Committee that 
consists of the Head of the Institut für Politikwissenschaft at Muenster and the Programme Director 
of the programme European Public Administration at Twente. This decision can be mandated to the 
Central Student Administration of both universities. 

(2) Admission to the bachelor’s examination is granted through enrolment in the Bachelor’s pro-
gramme “Public Governance across Borders” at the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster and 
the Universiteit Twente, provided the enrolment is upheld until the time of the final examination. 
Enrolment is to be refused should the applicant have finally failed an examination in the pro-
gramme “Public Governance across Borders” or a comparable programme. 
 
 

§ 6 
Standard Duration, Workload, Leistungspunkte (credits) 

(1) The standard duration of studies until graduation, including all examinations and bachelor’s 
thesis, is three academic years. An academic year is divided into: 

• two semesters at Münster University 

• two semesters at Twente University, each semester consisting of two quartiles of ten weeks 
each. 

(2) For passing from the first into the second year of study, students must reach 45 credits (WWU: 
Leistungspunkte/LP, UT: European Credit/EC) during the first year and provide proof of a sufficient 
level of English skills. English skills may be demonstrated in two ways: 

1. English having been part of school education until the students’ acquirement of one of the 
following diplomas: 

o VWO (Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs) 
o AHR (Allgemeine Hochschulreife, generally the “Abitur”) 
o EB (European Baccalaureate) 
o IB (International Baccalaureate) 

 
2. All other students prove their English skills by way of one of the following certificates: 

o IELTS (minimum overall score: 6.0) 
o TOEFL (minimum overall score: 80) 
o Cambridge CAE 

In case students fail to meet these criteria, they may not proceed with the programme at Twente 
University until the requirements are met. The requirements are checked by the Examination Office 
of Münster. 

(3) For successful graduation, students must gain 180 credits. Each year contains modules with a 
total of 60 credits. Credits are used to assess the overall workload for students quantitatively and 
include course attendance as well as pre- and post-preparation, examinations and examination 
preparation as well as the final thesis and work placements. One credit equals a workload of 28 
hours. The annual volume therefore equals 1680 hours (5040 hours for the programme). Credits are 
granted according to the ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) grading system. 
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§ 7 
Content of the Programme  

(1) In addition to the bachelor’s thesis, the Bachelor programme “Public Governance across Bor-
ders” comprises the successful completion of the following list of modules. A closer description of 
the modules is to be found in the appendix of these Examination Regulations: 

Compulsory Modules: 

• Module 1.1 Integration Module (12 EC) 

• Module 1.3 Standard & reading courses (10 EC) 

• Module 1.4 Methods (10 EC) 

• Module 1.6 Comparative Politics (6 EC) 

• Module 1.7 International Relations (6 EC) 

• Module 2.1 Public Management (15 EC) 

• Module 2.2 Public Governance in Europe (15 EC) 

• Module 3.3 Professionalization Module (15 EC) 

• Module 3.4 Bachelor Thesis (15 EC) 

 

Elective modules: 

• Module 1.2a Political Theory (6 EC) 

• Module 1.2b Introduction to the Political System of Germany (6 EC) 

• Module 1.5a Dutch-German Studies (10 EC) 

• Module 1.5b European Public Law (10 EC) 

• Module 2.3a+2.4a European Studies (30 EC) 

• Module 2.3b+2.4b Public Administration (30 EC) 

• Module 3.1a Free Elective (UT) + Internship (30 EC) 

• Module 3.1b Free Elective (UT) (30 EC) 

• Module 3.1c Internship (30 EC) 

• Module 3.1d Erasmus (30 EC) 

• Module 3.1e Free Elective (WWU) (30 EC) 

(2) Successful graduation requires 180 credits. 15 credits are awarded for the bachelor’s thesis. 

(3) It is not possible for students from the bachelor programme “Public Governance across Bor-
ders” to take courses from master programmes at either the WWU or the UT. 

(4) Language of tuition: 
• WWU: Courses will be held mainly in German. This applies especially to the methodological 

training and the basic courses. 
• UT: Tuition will be completely in English. 
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§ 8 
Types of Courses and Modules 

Münster University: 

Basic courses (Grundkurse) and tutorials: Basic courses transfer knowledge on central theoretical 
and analytical concepts of specific fields of political science. The content ranges from classical 
concepts to current developments and theoretical debates of analytical and/or normative nature. 
Basic courses are completed by tutorials that deepen the content of the lecture and focus on 
methodological and presentation skills. 

Standard courses (Standardkurse): Standard courses introduce specific research areas of political 
science. They give a profound overview on contemporary and classic questions and challenges of 
their specific research area. Thereby, they build on knowledge acquired within the core modules in 
year one and the basic courses in year two. Thus they encourage and indeed require from students 
to look into concepts, issues and methods of political science more deeply. Finally, within these 
courses, selected contemporary developments are methodologically and theoretically analysed 
and discussed. 

Reading courses (Lektürekurse): Reading courses deepen the ability of students to read and under-
stand political science texts. The range of courses encompasses classical authors and theories of 
political science as well as contemporary texts. 

Elective track: In the first and second semester students have the possibility to choose between a 
module on Dutch-German studies or a module on European Public law. 

Elective module: The elective modules in the fifth semester either at the WWU or at the UT provide 
students with the possibility to develop their personal profile and actively shape their own educa-
tional and academic path. 

Twente University: 

A module at Twente University consists of 15 ECTS. Modules run (sequentially) for 10 weeks. Mod-
ules are made up from different course types, including e.g. standard courses and methodological 
courses. Specific regulations (including retakes) can be found in the Students’ Charter of the Uni-
versity of Twente. 
 
 
Joint tuition: 

Integration module: The integration module serves as introductory module to the programme and 
thus serves two aims: to make students familiar with the programme and their fellow students and 
support cooperation between the two universities and students are introduced to their new learn-
ing environments, including for instance trips from Münster University to Twente University and 
library tours. The module also provides general as well as programme specific information, knowl-
edge and skills, such as ethics in science and how to write course work and an introduction into 
institutions of public governance on different governance levels. Also, the module serves to form a 
collective identity and understanding of belonging between the students and foster cooperation 
between the Münster and Twente University. 
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Bachelor’s thesis module: 
The thesis semester will involve teaching in research methodology that is particularly relevant to 
the thesis research (proposal writing, reporting). Thesis research will be done and assessed indi-
vidually but groups of students will be formed that work on similar research topics (“bachelor cir-
cles”). These topics will be linked to on-going research at the department. The actual thesis re-
search and writing will take place mainly in the final quarter (3.4). It is finalized by research semi-
nars during which students present and discuss their thesis, under supervision of staff. This mod-
ule will also involve the development of life-long learning skills (including job market orientation 
and orientation on the master). 
 
 

§ 9 
Structure of the Programme and of the Examination, Description of Modules 

(1) The programme is divided into modules that are defined by topic, content and time-frame. Edu-
cational objectives and learning targets are defined for each module and highlight which qualifica-
tions in respect to the programme goals are to be acquired by students. Modules may be com-
prised of courses with different teaching and learning methods from one or several semester. At 
Münster University, a module comprises a minimum of five credits; at Twente University all mod-
ules comprise 15 credits. In accordance with the description of modules, some modules encom-
pass elective courses. 

(2) The bachelor’s examination consists of cumulative examinations as well as the final bachelor’s 
thesis and its defence. 

(3) The description of modules defines the module structure and the number of credits that can be 
attained. A credit equals 28 hours of work (see also § 6 (3)). 

(4) In order to successfully pass a module, students have to complete all the required coursework 
and pass all examinations assigned to the module. 

(5) Admission to a module can be bound to requirements, e.g. successful participation in another 
module/other modules. 

(6) Specific knowledge may be required for participation in certain courses. 

(7) Admission to a course can be conditional on the successful participation in another course from 
the same module or the passing of an examination from the same module. 

(8) Requirements and conditions according to § 9 (5)-(7) are stated in the description of modules. 

(9) The description of modules states the cycle in which a module is offered. 
 
 

§ 10 
Coursework (Studienleistungen) and required examinations (Prüfungsleistungen), Registration 

(1) The description of modules states the requirements for attending a course. 

(2) Within a module, at least one required examination (WWU: Prüfungsleistung; UT: examen) has 
to be passed. Additionally, coursework may be asked for that is not relevant for the examination. 
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Required coursework and examinations may be: written and oral examinations, presentations and 
term papers, work placements and reports, practical classes and minutes. 

(3) The instructor defines the components of required examinations or coursework (WWU: Studi-
enleistung; UT: examenonderdelen) and the criteria for grading. These conditions are announced at 
the beginning of each course. 

(4) Instructors may make the successful completion of coursework conditional for admission to the 
examination. 

(5) The description of modules provides information on required coursework and examinations as 
to their type, duration and scope. Coursework and required examinations form part of the bache-
lor’s examination. 

(6) In order to participate in required examinations, students must register for them first. Deadlines 
for registration are made public centrally: 

• WWU – on the Institute website. 

• UT – on OSIRIS. 

Registration may be revoked by students without explanation within the time limit indicated by 
OSIRIS or on the website. 
 
 

§ 11 
Multiple Choice Examinations 

(1) Written examinations may also consist of or include multiple choice questions. In the case of 
pure multiple choice examinations, all examinees receive the same items. All examination items 
must be related to the content of the module. 

(2) Examinations must be checked for adequacy with respect to the stated educational objective of 
the module. Should items be inadequate in this sense, they may not be considered for grading. The 
lower number of items must be taken into account and may not be disadvantageous for the exami-
nees. 

(3) An examination consisting entirely of multiple-choice items has been passed if at least 50 per 
cent of the items are answered correctly or if the number of correct answers is not more than 10 per 
cent below the average performance of all examinees. 

(4) If the candidate has answered the minimum number of items required to pass correctly, grading 
follows the criteria below: 

"excellent/sehr gut", if at least 75 per cent, 

"good/gut", if at least 50 per cent, but less than 75 per cent, 

"satisfactory/befriedigend", if at least 25 per cent, but less than 50 per cent, 

"pass/ausreichend", if no or less than 25 per cent 

of the additional examination items are answered correctly. 

(5) The above-named criteria also apply to examinations that are only partly multiple-choice ex-
aminations. The overall grade of the examination is calculated from the weighted arithmetic mean 

2191



 

of the multiple choice part and the other part of the examination. The parts will be weighted ac-
cording to their share of the overall examination in per cent. 
 
 

§ 12 
Bachelor’s Thesis 

(1) Through the bachelor’s thesis candidates are to show that they are capable of tackling a scien-
tific problem within a given period of time. They show their use of scientific methods and their abil-
ity to display their results coherently. The thesis must not be longer than 10,000 words. It has to be 
written in English. 

(2) With exemption from the examination board, the thesis may be written in a language other than 
English. 

(3) The bachelor’s thesis is issued and supervised in accordance with § 14. Candidates may pro-
pose the topic of the thesis. 

(4) The Examinations Office issues the thesis topic on behalf of the examination board and follow-
ing the applicant’s request. The applicant must have fulfilled the following requirements: 

• At least 135 credit points. 

• The date and time of the issuing of the thesis topic has to be recorded. 

• The bachelor’s thesis plan, including a research proposal, must have been approved by 
both supervisors/examiners. 

(5) The candidate has 12 weeks to complete the bachelor’s thesis. Topic and scope of the thesis 
have to be defined in such a way that it can be completed within this time. The thesis topic can be 
refused by the candidate only once and only within the first week. 

(6) In exceptional cases, the examination board may extend the period for completion of the 
bachelor’s thesis once for no longer than two weeks. 

(7) On account of serious grounds that make working on the bachelor’s thesis considerably difficult 
or impossible, the deadline can be extended accordingly upon application by the candidate. Rea-
sons for an extension can be sudden illness or unalterable technical problems. Serious grounds 
may also be having to care for a child younger than twelve or the need to nurse or care for a hus-
band or wife or a registered civil partner, or the need to nurse or care for a direct relative or first-
degree relative by marriage in the case of this person being in the need of care. The examination 
board decides about the extension and can ask the candidate for written proof (e.g. medical certifi-
cate). Instead of extending the period of time for the bachelor’s thesis, the examination board also 
may decide to issue a new topic in the case of the candidate being unable to work on the thesis for 
more than six months. In such a case, issuing a new topic does not count as repetition as defined 
by § 17 (7). 

(8) The bachelor’s thesis must contain a title page, a table of contents, a list of sources and a bibli-
ography. All passages of the thesis that make use of the work of others, either by wording or by 
content, have to be indicated by stating the original source. Candidates have to declare that they 
wrote the thesis on their own and only used the sources and means indicated in the thesis and 
have identified all quotations. Such a declaration also has to be given for all tables, sketches, 
drawings and pictures etc. 
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§ 13 
Acceptance and Grading of Bachelor’s Thesis 

(1) Acceptance of the bachelor’s thesis is subject to the approval of the draft version by the super-
visors. The second supervisor may delegate this decision to the first supervisor. The approval is 
given within the colloquium statement. 

(2) The bachelor’s thesis has to be submitted to the „Bureau Onderwijszaken“ (BOZ) (Examinations 
Office) at the UT and to the two supervisors within the deadline. The thesis has to be handed in to 
the supervisors (paper copies) at least five working days before the thesis defence. A digital ver-
sion has to be uploaded at the UT-Library: http://essay.utwente.nl/upload.html. If the thesis is not 
handed in within the deadline, it will be considered as failed in accordance with § 22 (1). Further-
more, the candidate will add a written declaration of consent to his/her thesis being saved in a 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism and to its being compared with other texts and 
works for identification of any analogies. 

(3) The thesis must be supervised jointly by a supervisor from both the WWU and the UT. The first 
supervisor assigns the thesis topic. The candidate chooses a first and second supervisor in mutual 
agreement with these persons. First and second supervisor are named in the application for the 
bachelor’s thesis in accordance with § 14 (1). 

If the candidate does not claim his/her right to propose supervisors, they are assigned by the ex-
amination board. 

(4) Grading has to follow § 18 (1). Candidates receive a written statement and explanation of the 
grade. The thesis grade equals the arithmetic average of the individual grades of the two supervi-
sors following § 18 (5), sentences 3 and 4, unless the difference is greater than 2.0. Should this be 
the case or is one grade a „fail“ but the other a pass or better, the examination board will appoint a 
third examiner to grade the bachelor’s thesis. In this case, the overall thesis grade equals the 
arithmetic average of the three individual grades. However, the thesis can only be graded as a pass 
or better if at least two grades are a pass or better. 

(5) The assessment of the bachelor’s thesis shall take no longer than eight weeks, or 12 weeks if a 
third examiner is appointed. 

(6) Detailed and up-to-date information on writing and defending the bachelor’s thesis can be 
found in the Bachelor Thesis Guide on the website of the UT Centre of European Studies. The in-
formation contained in the Bachelor Thesis Guide forms part of and is attached to this Examination 
Regulations. It is regularly updated and accessible at http://www.utwente.nl/mb/ces/ba-dd/. 
 
 

§ 14 
Examiners and Observers 

(1) The examination board names examiners and supervisors for examinations and the bachelor’s 
thesis. In the case of oral examinations or the defence of the bachelor’s thesis, it also names ob-
servers. 

(2) All persons qualified in terms of § 65 (1) Hochschulgesetz Nordrhein-Westfalen (HG NRW) (Uni-
versities Act of the Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia) (WWU) or Article 7.12c WHW (UT) who 
regularly teach in the programme in which the examination is taken or the thesis written (Public 
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Governance across Borders) can be appointed as examiner or supervisor. Exceptions have to be 
decided upon by the examination board.  

(3) Only persons with a bachelor’s degree, an equal qualification or higher degree can be ap-
pointed as observer.  

(4) Examiners and observers are independent in their decisions.  

(5) Oral examinations are taken by an examiner in the presence of an observer. Before grading the 
examination, the examiner has to consult the observer. Minutes of the examination including the 
most important content and the grade are taken and signed by examiner and observer.  

(6) Written examinations in the context of modules are assessed by a single examiner. Assessment 
and grading of the bachelor’s thesis follow § 13. 

(7) Written and oral examinations that form a third attempt in accordance with § 17 (2) sentence 1 
have to be assessed by two examiners. The overall grade equals the arithmetic average of the two 
individual grades. § 18 (5) sentences 3 and 4 come into effect respectively.  

(8) Students from the same programme can take part in oral examinations as audience if the can-
didate does not object. The audience is not allowed to counsel the candidate or notify the candi-
date of the result of the examination. 
 
 

§ 15 
Recognition of coursework (Studienleistungen) and 

required examinations (Prüfungsleistungen) 

(1) Coursework and required examinations attained within the same programme at other universi-
ties in Germany or the Netherlands are accepted without their equivalence being checked. 

(2) Study times, coursework and examination results from other universities will be recognized if 
equivalent. The verification of equivalence is decided by the examination board. Equivalence has 
to be granted if study times, course work and foreign examination results are equivalent to the re-
quirements of the joint degree “Public Governance across Borders” in terms of content and scope. 
The verification of equivalence should not be a schematic comparison, but an overall evaluation. 

(3) Equivalence of coursework and required examinations from non-German or non-Dutch universi-
ties is assessed according to the guidelines and agreements of the Kultusministerkonferenz 
(Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs) and the Hochschulrek-
torenkonferenz (German Rectors’ Conference). In case of doubt, the Central Office for Foreign Edu-
cation (Zentralstelle für ausländisches Bildungswesen) can be consulted. 

(4) Knowledge and skills of students who are entitled to start the programme in a higher semester 
on account of a placement test will be given credit concerning coursework and required examina-
tions. The results of the placement test are binding for the examination board. 

(5) In the case of recognition of study achievements and examination results from other universi-
ties with comparable grading systems, grades are transferred into the grading scheme according to 
§ 18 (1) and included in the final grade. In the case of non-comparable grading systems, the course 
will be marked as „passed”. Should this make the grading of a module impossible, the module 
grade will not be included in the final grade. Students have to hand in the necessary documenta-
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tion of their study and examination achievements in order for them to be recognized. Study 
achievements from non-comparable grading systems may only amount to 10 per cent of all grades. 
Beyond that, they cannot be recognized. 

(6) The examination board is responsible for recognizing study achievements and examination 
results from other universities. Programme coordinators have to be consulted concerning the 
equivalence of results. 

(7) The decision on recognition has to be communicated to the student within four weeks of the 
application and submission of documentation. 
 
 

§ 16 
Adjustments for Handicapped and Chronically Ill Students 

(1) If a student proves that because of chronic illness or disability it is impossible for him/her to 
take part in an examination or render the required performance partly or completely within the 
given time, the examination board has to extend completion time or the examination period or 
allow a form of examination that meets the special needs of the candidate. This also applies to 
coursework. 

(2) The student may ask the examination board to consult the department or university disability 
representative within the decision process according to § 16 (1). 

(3) The student may be asked for adequate proof of the illness or disability in the form of a medical 
certificate or disability ID card. 

(4) From their second year on students with a disability are entitled to the extra facilities offered at 
the University of Twente, as described in section 7 of the Students’ Charter. 
 
 

§ 17 
Passing the Bachelor’s Examination, Retaking of Examinations 

(1) Candidates pass the bachelor’s examination if, following § 7, § 9 and § 10 and the description 
of modules, all modules and the bachelor’s thesis have been passed (minimum grade: 4,0 (WWU); 
6 (UT)) (§ 18 (1)). 180 credit points have to be achieved by the candidate. 

(2) With exception of the bachelor thesis, students have three attempts per course to pass an ex-
amination. 

(3) Course repetition in order to improve grades is not possible. 

(4) If an examination has not been passed after three attempts (§ 17 (2)), the module has been 
failed. 

(5) Failed comparable modules from other universities will be treated as failed examina-
tions/modules within the bachelor programme “Public Governance across Borders” and taken into 
account for the number of possible attempts. Students who transfer from another university there-
fore must hand in an overview of passed and failed examinations, including the number of failed 
attempts from their former university, to the Examinations Office (WWU: Institut für Politikwissen-
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schaft, UT: BOZ). This also applies to students who have studied at either the University of Münster 
or the University of Twente and failed comparable modules in those programmes. 

(6) In the case of failing a course within an elective module, students may choose to switch the 
course after their first or second attempt. In that case, § 17 (2) and (4) apply starting with the failed 
attempt. 

(7) In the case of failing a course within an elective track, students may choose between two op-
tions: 

• Option 1: Students can decide to treat the course/module as in § 17 (2) and (4). In that case 
it is not possible to switch to another track. 

• Option 2: Students can decide to switch the track after their first attempt. In that case § 17 
(2) and (4) apply to the new course/module. This is only possible once. 

(8) Should the bachelor’s thesis and its defence not be passed, students have a second attempt. 
For the second attempt, another topic must be chosen/issued. A third attempt is not possible. The 
thesis topic can only be replaced according to § 12 (7) in the second attempt if this possibility was 
not made use of in the first attempt. 

(9) In modules that are not provided by Faculty 06 at the WWU or the Faculty of Behavioural, Man-
agement and Social Sciences (BMS)  at the UT, examination regulations of the other programme or 
faculty apply. This is the case for modules provided by the Zentrum für Niederlande-Studien (Center 
for Netherlands-Studies, WWU) (module 5a). 

Regulations concerning study and examination achievements and awarded credit points are stated 
within the module descriptions. 

(10) If a mandatory module or the bachelor’s thesis has not been passed in the final attempt, the 
bachelor’s examination has been ultimately failed. 

(11) If the bachelor’s examination has been ultimately failed, the student receives a certificate that 
lists his/her gradings of coursework and required examinations. The student receives this certifi-
cate after presenting his/her exmatriculation. The certificate is signed and stamped according to 
§ 19 (4). 
 
 

§ 18 
Grading of Single Examinations, Module Grades, and Calculation of Overall Grade 

(1) The examiners determine the grades of single examinations and their components using their 
national grading system. This can be transferred to the other grading system by applying the fol-
lowing scheme: 

German to Dutch 

1 9 
1,3 9 
1,7 8 
2 8 

2,3 7 
2,7 7 
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3 6 
3,3 6 
3,7 6 
4 6 

  

Dutch to German 
10 1 
9 1,3 
8 1,7 
7 2,3 
6 3,3 

 

Based upon distribution tables with 706 German results and 6119 Dutch results from the last aca-
demic years available, calculated in November 2014. Grade conversion is based on best match 
(instead of Never higher or Never lower), i.e. the nearest by cumulative percentage of scores. 

From Dutch to German with broken Dutch numbers: 

Dutch grade  German grade Definition 
9,3 – 10 1 VERY GOOD 
8,4 – 9,2 1,3 VERY GOOD 
7,9 – 8.3 1,7 GOOD 
7,6 – 7,8 2 GOOD 
6,7 – 7,5 2,3 GOOD 
6,4 – 6,6 2,7 SATISFACTORY 
6,1 – 6,3 3 SATISFACTORY 
5,9 – 6,0 3,3 SATISFACTORY 
5,7 – 5,8 3,7 PASS 
5,5 – 5,6 4 PASS 

 

Diversification of grading at the WWU is possible by decreasing or increasing the grades by 0,3. The 
grades 0,7; 4,3; 4,7; 5,3 and 5,7 do not exist. 

(2) Grades are weighted and rounded within the national systems. 

• WWU: Decimal points after the first position are deleted without being rounded. 

• UT: Fractional grades ≥ .50 are rounded to the nearest higher whole grade. Fractional 
grades < .50 are rounded to the nearest lower whole mark. 

(3) The grading of oral examinations must be communicated to the student and the respective Ex-
aminations Office at either the WWU or the UT within one day of the examination. For written ex-
aminations this time span is 

• eight weeks at the WWU 

• 10 working days (two weeks) after a module at the UT. 

(4) Results of written examinations are published in public lists at the faculties/institutes, or in 
ELVE (WWU) or OSIRIS (UT), and can be accessed by students. Students are notified about their 
performance in the bachelor’s thesis in written form. The date of the publication/information must 
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be recorded. The list identifies students by their matriculation number. Students who fail the third 
attempt according to § 17 (2) and (4) are informed individually. The notifications as defined by 
§ 18 (4) sentences 1 and 2 contain information on legal remedies. 

(5) For each module the grade equals the grades of the required examinations and coursework. 
Grades for individual examinations figure within the overall grade for a module. Decimal places 
after the first place are not considered. 

(6) The overall grade of the bachelor’s examination is a weighted arithmetic average of the individ-
ual modules. The grade of a module is the weighted arithmetic average of the corresponding 
courses. Weighting is based on the ratio of the credit points of a course examination/module 
grade, to the overall number of credit points of a module/the bachelor’s examination. The grade of 
the bachelor’s thesis and defence count for 8,3 percent of the overall grade. 

(7) Additionally to the overall grade according to § 18 (6), a relative grade according to the ECTS 
grading-system is determined. 
 
 

§ 19 
Bachelor’s Diploma 

(1) After successful graduation, the candidate receives a bachelor’s diploma, stating the graduation 
and the degree according to § 3 and the final grade, and a diploma supplement with details of the 
candidate’s study achievements. 

(2) The diploma and supplement are dated from the day of the last required examination. 

(3) The diploma and supplement are issued in English. 

(4) The diploma is signed by the chair of the examination board and the two heads of faculty. It is 
stamped with the seals of the two faculties. 
 

 
§ 20 

Diploma Supplement and Transcript of Records 

(1) In addition to the diploma, the successful candidate will receive a diploma supplement, includ-
ing a transcript of records. The diploma supplement informs about the profile of the bachelor pro-
gramme. It informs about the study programme, the courses and modules attended, the examina-
tions taken, and the individual profile chosen. 

(2) The diploma supplement also informs about the topic of the bachelor’s thesis, the grade of the 
bachelor’s thesis and defence and the duration of the bachelor’s studies. 

(3) The diploma supplement is issued according to the recommendations given by the Hochschul-
rektorenkonferenz and according to the WHW section 7.11. 
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§ 21 
Access to Examination Files 

(1) After completion of each required examination, candidates are granted access to the documen-
tation of their examinations (the examination papers/term papers, assessments and minutes). 
Access must be applied for at the examination committee within two weeks of the declaration of 
results. The examination committee decides on the time and the place of access. The same applies 
to the bachelor’s thesis. 

(2) At the University of Twente (see article 4.9 of the Students’ Charter) students have a right of 
justification of the results of the test and a right of inspection for a period of two years after the 
assessment. 
 
 

§ 22 
Non-Appearance, Withdrawal, Deception, Breach of Regulations 

(1) A required examination is considered as a fail (WWU: 5,0, UT: 5) if the candidate does not attend 
the examination at the designated time or withdraws after beginning an assignment/examination 
without good cause. An examination is also considered as failed if a required written examination 
(term paper, report, bachelor’s thesis etc.) is not completed within the deadline. Reasons for non-
attendance or withdrawal are illnesses that make attending the examination or meeting the dead-
line impossible. Other reasons are maternity protection regulations or care for husband or wife, 
registered civil partner or direct relative or first-degree relative by marriage. 

(2) The reasons for non-appearance or withdrawal must be submitted immediately to the examina-
tion board in written form. In the case of illness, the candidate has to provide a medical certificate. 
The candidate is informed about the decision in writing. If the reasons have been accepted, a new 
examination date will be determined. 

(3) In the case of deception or use of unauthorized material or devices, the examination is consid-
ered as a fail (WWU: 5,0, UT: 5). Evidence will be assessed and documented by the respective ex-
aminer/s. If a candidate disrupts an examination, he/she may be excluded. In this case, this ex-
amination is considered as not completed and will be marked as a fail (WWU: 5,0, UT: 5). In severe 
cases the examination board can exclude a candidate from further examinations and/or the bache-
lor’s examination entirely. In that case the bachelor’s examination is considered as “failed” (WWU: 
5,0, UT: 5). The reasons for the exclusion have to be documented. 

(4) The candidate is informed immediately about a detrimental decision and its reasons by the 
examination board in written form. This decision must be accompanied by an explanation of the 
legal remedies available. The candidate must be heard before a final decision is reached. 
 
 

§ 23 
Invalidity of Single Examinations 

(1) If a candidate’s attempt of deception in a required examination or the bachelor’s thesis be-
comes known after the diploma has been issued, the examination board can declare the bache-
lor’s examination or single examinations invalid. 
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(2) If the requirements for admission to a module, examination or the bachelor’s thesis were not 
fulfilled and the candidate had no intention of acting dishonestly and if this fact becomes known 
after the grading of the candidate’s examination or the issue of the diploma, there are no conse-
quences for the candidate. If he candidate was wrongly admitted to an examination or the bache-
lor’s thesis through intentional deception, the examination board decides upon legal conse-
quences under consideration of the Verwaltungsverfahrensgesetz für das Land Nordrhein-
Westfalen (Administrative Procedures Act for North Rhine-Westphalia) and WHW section 7.12. Ap-
plication of the legal regulations depends on 

• Supervision of bachelor thesis: the university of the first supervisor 

• Required examinations: the university at which the examination took place. 

(3) The candidate must be heard before a decision is reached by the examination board. 

(4) An incorrect diploma is confiscated and, if applicable, replaced. A decision according to § 23 (1) 
and (2) is excluded after a period of five years after the issue date of the diploma. 
 
 

§ 24 
Revocation of Bachelor’s Degree 

The bachelor’s degree can be revoked if a deception or the lack of essential requirements for 
awarding the bachelor’s degree becomes known. The revocation requires a common decision of 
the legal entities (examination board) of Münster University, Faculty 06 and Twente University, Fac-
ulty of Behavioural, Management and Social Sciences (BMS). § 23 applies. 
 
 

§ 25 
Coming into Force and Publication 

(1) The Examination Regulations will become valid the day after their publication in the official an-
nouncements of both universities (WWU: Amtliche Bekanntmachungen; UT: officiële med-
edelingen). The regulations apply to all students enrolled in the Bachelor programme “Public Gov-
ernance across Borders” from the winter semester 2013/14 onwards. 

(2) The Examination Regulations replace the "Examination Regulations for the Double Degree 
Bachelor’s Programme ‘Public Governance across Borders’ at the Westfälische Wilhelms-
Universität Münster and the Universiteit Twente of 31 July 2013 (WWU: AB Uni 2013/31, S. 2285, 
UT). 
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Issued following the resolution of the faculty board of Faculty 06 of the Westfälische Wilhelms-
Universität on 21 October 2015 and the University Dean of Educational Innovation on behalf of the 
Head of Faculty of the Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social Sciences (BMS) of the 
Universiteit Twente on 6 October 2015. 
 
Münster, 16 November 2015 Rector 

 
 Prof. Ursula Nelles 
 
 
 
 
Enschede, 30 November 2015 University Dean of Educational Innovation 
 
 
 
 Prof. Ramses Wessel 
 

Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster: These Regulations are hereby announced according to 
the Regulations on the Announcement of Regulations, Publication of Agreements and the Declara-
tion of Statutes of 8 February 1991 (AB Uni 91/1), as amended on 23 December 1998 (AB Uni 99/4). 
 
Universiteit Twente: the University Dean of Educational Innovation has resolved to, on behalf of the 
Executive Board of the University of Twente, adopt the programme-specific student charter, for the 
Bachelor's Programme  Public Governance across Borders. 
 
Münster, 16 November 2015 Rector 

 
 Prof. Ursula Nelles 
 
 
 
Enschede, 30 November 2015 University Dean of Educational Innovation 
 
 
 
 Prof. Ramses Wessel  
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Appendix I: Glossary 

 
German English Dutch 
Dekan Head of Faculty Decaan 
Fachbereich faculty Faculteit 
Fachbereichsrat faculty board Faculteitsraad 
Leistungspunkt (LP) credit (EC) Studiepunt (SP) 
Modulabschlussprüfung final module examination Examen 
Pflichtmodul mandatory module Verplichte module 
Prüfungsamt Examinations Office Bureau Ondervijszaken 
Prüfungsausschuss examination board Examencommissie 
Prüfungsleistung required examination Verplicht examen 
Studienleistung coursework Exmaneonderdeel 
Wahlpflichtmodul elective mandatory module Keuzemodule 

 
 
Proofread by Supportstelle Englisch, WWU Münster 2012. 
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Appendix II: Module Descriptions 

  

                                                
1 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Integrationsmodul: Public Governance (WWU) 

Title (English): Integration Module: Public Governance (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number:  1.1 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Sem. 
[x] 2 Sem.  

Semester:  
1,2 

EC: 
12 

Workload (hrs.): 
336 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH1) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. S Introduction to Public Governance  [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

2. S Institutions of Public Governance [x] P   [  ] WP 7 60 (2) 136 
 

4 

Content: 
 
Introduction to Public Governance 
This module is designed as integration module based on a bi-national approach with joint tuition from both 
universities. A lecturer from IfPol and a lecturer from MB agree on the contents of the module and cooperate 
in tuition. Thus, cooperation between lecturing staff from both universities and the institutes as such is 
strengthened. 
The module aims at taking students closer to the structure and issue of their bachelor programme. It will 
introduce the field of public governance, but also make students familiar with the two universities they study 
at. The course will introduce terms of political science and public governance research, as well as of the 
participating disciplines, economics and law.  It will also make students familiar with the ethics of scientific 
work and teach them skills required for their study, such as research, presenting and writing course work. As 
the programme start at Münster University, the course will include a “field trip” to Twente University and 
information on the Dutch structure of higher education.  
 
Institutions of Public Governance 
The second part of the module will specifically deal with institutions of public governance from a German-
Dutch comparative perspective or on different administrational levels. If possible, this course will entail an 
excursion in order to give students an impression of the institutions with which they will be confronted more 
theoretically especially during the second year of their study.  
The module also serves to enable students to get to know each other and form a collective understanding as 
a group. This is especially helpful, as most of the modules and courses within their study are shared with 
other programmes at Münster and Twente University.  

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students acquire basic scientific competences especially tailored for political science and meeting general 
scientific requirements as well as specific requirements of Münster and Twente University. They will be in-
troduced to contemporary and multi-disciplinary questions of public governance research and be asked to 
discuss and reflect these questions. Students will also be asked to work in teams to bolster their team com-
petences.  
 
In the second part of the module, students become familiar with relevant institutions of public governance. 
They learn about the challenges of governance at different political levels and to deal with these in a reflec-
tive and discursive manner. 
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2 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course2 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for over-
all grade of the 
module (%) 

The lecturers choose between a written test of 90 minutes, a paper of 
about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall word count of 4,500. 

90 min. / 
4,500 
words 

100 

 
 
 

 

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, preparatory reading 
of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in group assign-
ments, and other comparable assignments. 

adjacent 

 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements of 
all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 
 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 6.6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module consists of courses specifically designed for the bachelor programme “Public Governance 
across Borders”. 

   

15 

Person responsible for the module: Department: 

René Torenvlied (UT) 
Prof. Dr. Norbert Kersting (WWU) 

Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social Sci-
ences (UT) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozialwis-
senschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations (UT) needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced 
on Osiris (http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris) 
Registration for courses and examinations (WWU) needs to be done via the electronic administration system 
of the Münster University. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced 
on the homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  
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3 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
4 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title (German):  Politische Theorie  (WWU) 

Title (English): Political Theory (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number:  1.2a Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
1 

EC: 
6 

Workload (hrs.): 
168 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH3) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. L Political Theory [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 

2. T Tutorial [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 
 

4 

Content: 
The module Political Theory deals with the historical, theoretical, terminological and scientific founda-
tions of political science. It thereby unravels the explanations and concepts behind political order and 
process and discusses their legitimacy. Therefore, the critical perspective on such orders is also dis-
cussed. The module transfers knowledge on central analytical and normative concepts of political sci-
ence. It looks at classical concepts as well as current developments and theoretical debates of analytical 
and/or normative nature. The tutorial deepens the content of the lecture and focuses on methodological 
and presentation skills.  
Within the programme, the module allows students to compare theories of European integration with 
classical theories of political order and the formation of states. This makes them aware of the theoretical 
background of national politics and thus the difficulty to incorporate classic concepts of political order on 
national level into the different concepts of political order on European or international level. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students acquire and deepen their capability for theoretical work while discussing and applying central 
analytical and normative concepts of political science. They gain knowledge on classical and contempo-
rary concepts and approaches and are enabled to reflect on and discuss these approaches critically.  
Within the tutorial, students gain and train their group work and presentation skills on complex issues.  

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None  

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course4 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

The lecturer chooses between a written test of 90 minutes, a paper of 
about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall word count of 4,500. 

90 min. / 
4,500 
words 

100 
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9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The tutors and lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, prepara-
tory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in 
group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and 
other comparable assignments.  

adjacent 

 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 

Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 3,3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute of Political Science. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Willems (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  
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5 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
6 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title (German):  Grundlagen des politischen Systems der BRD  (WWU) 

Title (English): Introduction to the Political System of Germany (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.2b Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
1 

EC: 
6 

Workload (hrs.): 
168 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH5) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. L Political System of Germany [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 

2. T Tutorial [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 
 

4 

Content: 
The module conveys basic knowledge on the political system of the Federal Republic of Germany.  It focus-
ses on the polity- and policy-dimensions of the system and views it before the background of current polit-
ical developments and challenges. These are especially posed by internationalisation and globalisation. 
The module therefore puts the German national political system within the framework of regional and in-
ternational cooperation. With an emphasis on the transgression of boundaries and the interconnectedness 
of national systems, the module paves the way for module 6 and 7 on comparative politics and interna-
tional relations. It thus has a propaedeutic function in that it envisions central concepts and approaches of 
political science using the example of the national political system of Germany.  

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
In the end of the module, students know the legal, economic, social and socio-cultural foundation of the 
political system of the FRG. They are able to analyse the basic principles of constitution and organisation of 
this system and can evaluate the effects of globalisation on national political systems, based on the ex-
ample of the German political system.  
Additionally, students acquire theoretical and methodological competences concerning theory of political 
systems and are able to understand and critically reflect texts on selected aspects of the political system.  

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None  

   

7 

Assessment methods: 

[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

 
 
 

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course6 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of the 
module (%) 

The lecturer chooses between a written test of 90 minutes, a paper of 
about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall word count of 4,500. 

90 min. / 
4,500 
words 

100 
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9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The tutors and lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, prepara-
tory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in 
group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and 
other comparable assignments.  

adjacent 

 
 

10 

Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements 
of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 3.3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute of Political Science. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Schubert (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  
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7 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Standard- und Lektürekurse (WWU) 

Title (English): Standard and reading courses (WWU)  

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.3 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
1 

EC: 
10 

Workload (hrs.): 
280 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH7) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. S standard or reading course [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

 2. S standard or reading course [x] P    [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 
 

4 

Content: 
Within its three main research areas the Institute of Political Science offers a great number of standard 
courses and reading courses that focus on international and/or European politics or have a comparative 
nature (see list next page). Concepts of European integration and globalisation are treated in most of them, 
as these processes pose some of the major contemporary challenges to national political systems and also 
political science. Thus it is ensured that, even though students can choose courses according to personal 
interest, the courses fit the programme of “Public Governance across Borders”. 
Standard courses introduce specific research areas of political science. They give a profound overview on 
contemporary and classic questions and challenges of their specific research area. Thereby, they build on 
knowledge acquired within the core modules in year one and the basic courses in year two. Thus they en-
courage and indeed require from students to look into concepts, issues and methods of political science 
more deeply. Finally, within these courses, selected contemporary developments are methodologically and 
theoretically analysed and discussed.   
Reading courses deepen the ability of students to read and understand political science texts. The range of 
courses encompasses classical authors and theories of political science (e.g. Hobbes, Locke, Tocqueville 
etc.) as well as contemporary texts.  
Standard and literature courses are constituted by the three research areas of the institute – “Govern-
ance”, “Civil Society and Democracy” and “Regionalisation and Globalisation”. The following list specifies 
a number of political science issues that are regularly covered by standard courses:  

• Political parties and election processes 
• Interest groups and associations 
• Media – politics – the public  
• Third sector, social capital and civil society 
• Political culture and democracy 
• Peace- and conflict studies 
• European integration 
• Local and regional governance 
• German foreign policy 
• International Political Economy 
• Global governance 
• Development studies 
• Policy Analysis 
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8 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students gain an overview on selected issues in political science. They are able to discuss and to deal 
with contemporary questions and challenges in political science and apply related theories and methods. 
Thus students get familiar with analysis in social science and learn to reflect critically on questions of 
political science before the background of the discipline.  
In reading courses, students learn to read and understand complex texts from political science and to 
structure and interpret their content and results.  
Within standard courses students also train their presentation skills and their ability to deal with complex 
problems in teams or individually. 

    

6 

Description of electives within the module: 
Within this module, students can choose freely from courses offered by the Institute of Political Science. 
Thus, they can focus on courses that meet their individual interests. Students have to choose 1 standard 
course and one reading course. These different course types aim at conveying different important skills 
and a mixture of both is therefore sensible and made obligatory.   

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course8 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Students take required exams in two courses (standard or reading 
courses) of their choice. The lecturer chooses between a written test of 
90 minutes, a paper of about 4,500 words or several essays with an 
overall word count of 4,500. According to prior agreement with the lec-
turer, documentations, small empirical assignments, the production of a 
movie or radio features can also be accepted as required examination.  

  

Course 1: see above 
90 min. / 
4,500 words 

50 

Course 2: see above 
90 min. / 
4,500 words 

50 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

Lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, preparatory reading of 
relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in group assign-
ments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and other compa-
rable assignments. 

adjacent 

 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements 
of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 5.6% for the overall grade 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  

2210



 

 

 
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute of Political Science. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. Matthias Freise (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  

2211



 

 

  

                                                
9 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Methoden (WWU) 

Title (English): Methods (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.4 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Sem. 
[x] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
1, 2 

EC: 
10 

Workload (hrs.): 
280 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 

Contact 
hours  
(hrs. + 
SWH9) 

Self-
study 
(hrs.) 

1. L Methods I [x] P   [  ] WP 4 30 (2) 80 

2. L Statistics I [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 55 

3.  T Tutorial [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 55 
 

4 

Content: 
Methods I (Lecture) 

Within the overall methodological training at the Insititute of Political Science, the lecture serves two 
means. It contains the important introduction into the standards and ethics of scientific work and makes 
students familiar with different types of examinations and coursework. It thus hands them the tools (e.g. 
writing and presentation skills) necessary for their further study. 

The lecture then focusses on basic concepts and the history and development of empirical research in So-
cial Sciences. Next to the theoretical framework of the research process, the methodological principles of 
the quantitative and qualitative paradigms are introduced and compared. The course also offers an over-
view on methods of data acquisition. Thereby it concentrates on qualitative empirical research and dis-
cusses quality criteria and artefacts.   

 

Statistics I (Lecture and Tutorial)  

Statistical training during the first year focusses on quantitative basics of empirical social research. Content 
of the course are theory of statistical questions, approaches to statistics, basic concepts of statistics, uni-
variate and bivariate distributions, measures of location, measures of dispersion, coefficients of concentra-
tion, and nominal, ordinal and metric measures of concentration. Furthermore, official statistics are inter-
preted with special emphasis on European statistics and cross-country statistics. Also, handling statistics 
programmes is a central aspect in the tutorial.  

  

5 

Acquired competences: 

Students are enabled to read and interpret statistical data. Moreover, they can autonomously implement 
statistical calculations and document the results accordingly. Students can organise statistical tests and 
interpret of complex statistical procedures. Finally, students are acquainted with analysing secondary data. 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None 

Module description 2212



 

 
 
 
 
                                                
10 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

 
 
 

 

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course10 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Methods: The lecturer chooses between a written test of 90 minutes, a 
paper of about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall word count of 
4,500. According to prior agreement with the lecturer, documentations, 
small empirical assignments, the production of a movie or radio features 
can also be accepted as required examination. 

90 min. / 
4,500 words 

50 % 

Statistics I + Tutorial:  The lecturer chooses between a written test of 90 
minutes, a paper of about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall 
word count of 4,500. According to prior agreement with the lecturer, docu-
mentations, small empirical assignments, the production of a movie or 
radio features can also be accepted as required examination. 

90 min. / 
4,500 words 

50 % 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ 

length 

The tutors and lecturers may request working on exercises, oral presentations of about 30 min-
utes, preparatory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation 
in group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words), and other 
comparable assignments. 

adjacent 

 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements 
of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 5.6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module consists of courses (Methods I/Statistic I) designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute 
of Political Science.  

   

15 
Person responsible for the 
module: 

Department: 

Prof. Dr. Oliver Treib  (WWU) Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozialwissenschaften (WWU) 
   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations (WWU) needs to be done via the electronic administration system 
of the Münster University. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced 
on the homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  

2213



 

 

  

                                                
11 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Niederlande-Deutschland-Studien  (WWU) 

Title (English): Dutch-German Studies (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.5a Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Sem. 
[x] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
1, 2 

EC: 
10 

Workload (hrs.): 
280 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH11) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. L History of  Dutch-German Relations  [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

2. S 1 Standard Course [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 
 

4 

Content: 
The module Dutch-German Studies is offered by the Centre for Netherland Studies. It addresses questions 
of bi-national reciprocity within a European context. Also, Germany and the Netherlands are analysed from 
a comparative perspective.  
The overall objective is to develop a thorough understanding of Dutch-German relations within European 
politics as well as to compile and to explore points of similarity and differences between these two coun-
tries in historical, political and economic terms.  
The module consists of a compulsory lecture and an elective seminar: the lecture deals with the history of 
Dutch-German relations since the 19th century; the seminar can be chosen from the areas “Communication 
and Media” (“Kommunikation und Medien”) and “Politics and Economics” (“Politik und Wirtschaft”) from 
the bachelor programme “Niederlande-Deutschland Studien”.  

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students acquire well-grounded knowledge of  

• Dutch-German relations 
• Dutch and German policy on the European Union 
• foundations and contents of selected political discourses 

They are enabled   
• to identify determinants of Dutch-German relations and analyse parameters of mutual perception 
• to discuss and compare foundations and instruments of German and Dutch policy on the EU 
• to deal with political discourse from a comparative perspective 

Students are qualified  
• to filter and tap relevant contents and to present results in a comprehensive and target group re-

lated manner (e.g. by oral presentations and exams or by written papers and reviews)  
• to research, to capitalise and to critically reflect the descriptive and normative information of rele-

vant texts 
• to develop research questions and to profoundly debate these on a high academic level. 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
Students may choose one course from the areas “Communication and Media” or “Politics and Economics” 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

Module description 2214



 

 

 

  

                                                
12 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course12 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of the 
module (%) 

History of German-Dutch Relations (lecture): oral exam 30 min. 50 

Course from “Communication and Media”:  presentation & comparative 
review 

15-20 min. 
15 pages 

50 
Course from “Politics and Economics”:  presentation & comparative re-
view 

20 min. 
10 pages 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

Weekly reading assignments are obligatory to prepare sessions of lecture and semi-
nar. Active participation during the sessions of lecture and seminar is expected. 

adjacent 
 

 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements 
of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 5.6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The courses of this module are used in other bachelor programmes of the Centre of Studies on the Nether-
lands (Zentrum für Niederlande-Studien). 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Dr. Friso Wielenga (WWU) 
Centre of Studies on the Netherlands  
Zentrum für Niederlande-Studien (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 

Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Centre of Studies on the Netherlands (Zentrum für Niederlande-Studien). 

2215



 

  

                                                
13 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Öffentliches Europarecht (WWU) 

Title (English): European Public Law (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.5b Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Sem. 
[x] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
1, 2 

EC: 
10 

Workload (hrs.): 
280 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH13) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. L Constitutional Law (Staatsrecht) [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

2. L 
Constitutional Law II and European 
Public Law 

[x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 
 

4 

Content:  
 
The module conveys the different functions of the application of law. Essential concepts and basic prin-
ciples of European Community Law, its institutions, sources of law and the relationship to national law 
are addressed and illustrated. By means of selected precedents fundamental freedoms are discussed 
and analysed. Furthermore, the module focuses on constitutional law with special emphasis on the in-
ternal structure of constitutional objectives. The functions of basic rights to ward off government action 
or to provide bases for a claim are also dealt with. The application of extremely relevant basic rights is 
addressed with the help of precedents. Students familiarise themselves with European institutions, its 
organisation, structure and competences as the bases of administrative action. The effect of European 
Union law on and its consequences for national public law are one core aspect of the module. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
The module enables students to grasp the interfaces between public law and other disciplines of public 
administration and to utilise the expertise in public law for professional or academic career. The two 
lectures are designed to make the logic of judicial reasoning transparent and to define the legal bases for 
the application of public law. Moreover, students learn to recognise the constitutional safeguards of 
fundamental rights and freedoms on national and European level. Students familiarise themselves with 
the different areas of administrative law, which are of importance both for a professional and academic 
career. Particularly, lawfulness and enforceability of administrative activities are made transparent. Thus, 
students are introduced to those areas of administrative law, which – in the public interest – have an 
impact on citizens (e.g. surveillance, control, sponsoring or subsidisation). Generally speaking, the mod-
ule qualifies students to discern basic conditions of laws and administrative action and to critically as-
sess the effectiveness of administrative requirements at national and European level.     

     

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 

[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 
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14 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course14 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Written examination 120 min. 100 % 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The lecturer may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, preparatory reading 
of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in group as-
signments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and other 
comparable assignments. 

adjacent 

 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

  

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 5.6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
None 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. Matthias Freise (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information:  
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
Münster university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on 
the homepage of the Institute of Political Science. 

2217



 

  

                                                
15 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
16 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title (German):  Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft (WWU) 

Title (English): Comparative Politics (WWU) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.6 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [x] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
2 

EC: 
6 

Workload (hrs.): 
168 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH15) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. L Introduction to Comparative Politics [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 

2. T Tutorial [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 
 

4 

Content: 
The module conveys a comprehensive overview of development, theories, central approaches, topics, 
problems and methodological questions of comparative politics. Comparison is considered to be among 
the most important methods of political science. Comparative politics as a sub discipline of political 
science is approached by differentiating it into comparative government, comparative public policy, 
comparative welfare state research, comparative political economy. Furthermore, students are made 
familiar with selected classics of comparative politics. The tutorial deepens the content of the lecture and 
focuses on methodological and presentation skills. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students gain various analytical skills of comparison by applying comparative approaches to political 
systems, policy areas, topics and questions. They are acquainted with key findings of comparative poli-
tics. Moreover, students are able to recognise differences in systems of government, governance ar-
rangements, political economies and welfare regimes in order to discuss disadvantages and advantages. 
Due to their knowledge of different systems of government and policy arrangements students are compe-
tent to analyse and discuss recent political developments in a global context.  
The tutorial is utilised for experiencing systematic group work and presenting complex issues.  

    

6 

Description of electives within the module: 
For each Basic Course, several tutorials are offered. Students can choose freely from these tutorials ac-
cording to their individual curricula. 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course16 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

The lecturer chooses between a written test of 90 minutes, a paper of 
about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall word count of 4,500. 

90 min. / 
4,500 
words  

100 

 

Module description 2218



 

 

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The tutors and lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, prepara-
tory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in 
group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and 
other comparable assignments.  

adjacent 

 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignments need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 3.3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute of Political Science. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Dr. Annette Zimmer (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  

2219



 

  

                                                
17 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
18 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title (German):  Internationale Beziehungen (WWU) 

Title (English): International Relations (WWU)  

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 1.7 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [x] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
2 

EC: 
6 

Workload (hrs.): 
168 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH17) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. L Introduction to International Relations [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 

2. T Tutorial [x] P   [  ] WP 3 30 (2) 54 
 

4 

Content: 
The module conveys a fundamental knowledge about actors, structures, and processes of Europeaniza-
tion and Globalisation. At the same time, theoretical approaches to International Relations are intro-
duced. The concept of ‘actor’ includes governmental as well as non-governmental actors. ‘Structures’ 
contain elements such as balance of power, anarchy, hegemony or interdependence. They are to be ana-
lysed in terms of their implications for actors. The most important processes are war and peace, global-
isation, development, institutionalisation, and cooperation. Focus on processes allows addressing con-
temporary and recent developments in world politics. The tutorial deepens the content of the lecture and 
focuses on methodological and presentation skills. 
Questions of how International Relations in Europe influenced European unification and how today, the 
European Union acts as international actor are raised and discussed. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students gain comprehensive knowledge of International Relations. This enables them to bring single 
events and phenomena into relation of larger contexts. Consequently, students can analyse and discuss 
them from different theoretical perspectives. The tutorial serves as a place for experiencing systematic 
group work and presenting complex issues. 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None  

   

7 

Assessment methods: 

[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course18 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

The lecturer chooses between a written test of 90 minutes, a paper of 
about 4,500 words or several essays with an overall word count of 4,500. 

90 min. / 
4,500 
words  

100 

Module description 2220



 

 
 
   

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The tutors and lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, prepara-
tory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in 
group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and 
other comparable assignments. 

adjacent 

 
 

10 

Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

  

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 3.3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute of Political Science. 

 

 
 
 

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Doris Fuchs Ph.D. (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozi-
alwissenschaften (WWU) 

 

16 

Other information: 

Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Institute of Political Science. 

2221



 

 

  

                                                
19 SWS: weekly semester hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Public Management (UT) 

Title (English): Public Management (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number:  2.1 Status:  [x]  Compulsory  [  ]  Elective   
 

2 Cycle: 
[  ] every term 
[x] winter term 
[  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
3 

EC: 
15 EC 

Workload 
(hrs.): 
420 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact 
hours  

(hrs + SWS19) 

Inde-
pendent 

study (hrs) 

1. S+L 
The management of public organiza-
tions (Public Management and Organi-
zation Sociology) 

[x] P   [  ] WP 7 (5+2) 48 190 

2. S+L Economics of Organization [x] P   [  ] WP 2 18 38 

3. S+L Methodology [x] P   [  ] WP 2 16 40 

4. P Organizations and their context [x] P   [  ] WP 4 20 110 
 

4 

Content:  
Public management is a core domain within public administration, and combines insights from the disci-
plines of economics (public financial management) and organisation theory. The core object of this mod-
ule is the efficient use of resources by public entities. The project theme is organizations and their con-
text. This theme is especially suited to the programme as it combines relevant multiple governance levels 
with an interdisciplinary focus. The main topics dealt with here lie within the area of public management: 
the basics of organisational behaviour and management control theory, strategic management, perform-
ance management and network management, as well as public financial management, human resource 
management, ICT management, public procurement and purchasing management and public account-
ability. To implement the interdisciplinary focus, economic issues are dealt with: public budgeting 
(budget types, budget cycle, deficits & debt) and management accounting and control in the public sec-
tor. 
 
The methodology part is about inference as goal of research: descriptive as well as causal inference, 
criteria for descriptive inference (reliability and validity), criteria for causal inference (internal and exter-
nal validity). 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
At the end of the module, the students will learn to: 
a) characterize differences between public and private organizations (comprehension level) 
b) demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use concepts needed to develop a plan for evaluating and 
managing performance in a (semi)public organization through using appropriate research design  (appli-
cation level) 
c) analyse an organization in context, especially the relation between management strategy and organiza-
tional performance, through document analysis and interviews (analysis level) 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None 

 
 
 
 
 

                           Module description  2222



 

  

                                                
20  Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examination [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course20 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Final exam for methodology (component 3) and midterm exams for the 
components 1 and 2 

9 hours 70% 

Report for the project 6000 words 30% 
  

9 

Other assignments (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

--  
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements 
of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 8,3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites 
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended (and obligatory for some parts). 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes:  
This module is also part of a minor and an exchange programme. 

   

15 
Person responsible for provision: Department: 

Dr. Veronica Junjan (module coordinator) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 

   

16 
Other information: 
This module also contributes to academic competences (the first three components) and the develop-
ment of skills (project). 
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21 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Public Governance in Europa (UT) 

Title (English): Public Governance in Europe (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 2.2 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
3 

EC: 
15 EC 

Workload (hrs.): 
420 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status CP 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH21) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. S+L Inequality in  Sociology and Economics [x] P   [  ] WP 3 26 58 

2. S+L Inequality in Political Science and Law [x] P   [  ] WP 3 26 58 

3. S+L 
Methodology: Multivariate Regression 
analysis 

[x] P   [  ] WP 3 35 49 

4. P 
Governance and Inequality and Poverty 
in Comparative Perspective 

[x] P   [  ] WP 6 52 116 
 

4 

Content: 
This module introduces all parts of doing research in the field of public governance. In four integrated 
module parts, students follow a full empirical cycle. The project is at the heart of the module. Groups of 
six students write a research paper that addresses the effects of differences in (democratic) institutions 
on social inequality in advanced capitalist countries. The project builds on input from the other parts in 
which students are introduced to the main questions, theories and research regarding social inequality. 
 
In the methodology element students are trained in using the necessary skills and tools to answer the 
research questions they formulated in the project part of the module.     

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
After completion of the module, the student is able to: 
- Produce and critically assess academic texts, perform research and report the findings and orally pre-
sent the results of research to fellow-students and staff; 
- Students understand institutional questions and theories of comparative governance with respect to 
inequality in the disciplines of Sociology, Economics,  Political Science and Law; 
- Students can use relevant statistical software (SPPS) to conduct regression analysis. 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 

None 
   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 
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22 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

 

Quantity and form; connection to the course22 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Three written individual exams on parts 1, 2 and 3 and five individual 
assignments on part 3 (methodology) 

9 hours/ 
2500 
words 

60% 

One group research paper, one group presentation and one group review 
for the project (part 4)  

6000 words 40% 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

--  
 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the 
requirements of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 
The grade of the module weighs 8,3% for the overall grade. 

  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites 
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended and obligatory for some parts. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
This module is also part of a minor and an exchange programme. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. Giedo Jansen (module coordinator) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 

   

16 
Other information: 
The module is designed as an important preparational step towards writing the bachelor thesis. 
Project work, methods, tutorials and skills development are fully integrated.  
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23 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Europäische Studien (UT) 

Title (English): European Studies (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 2.3a +2.4a  Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x] Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [x] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
4 

EC: 
30 EC 

Workload (hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 

Contact 
hours  
(hrs. + 
SWH23) 

Self-study (hrs.) 

1.  S+L+P 
2.3a) The EU after 
the Financial-
Economic Crisis 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15  
 

104 
 

316 

2.  S+L+P 
2.4a) The Euro-
pean Union and 
the World 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15 104 316 

 

4 

Content: 
2.3a) The EU after the Financial-Economic Crisis.  This course addresses the challenges the EU faces 
in the post-crises era, both economically and in terms of institutional capacity. Topics dealt with 
are: how the 2008-2014 crises did arise and their impact, crisis management by EU institutions, the 
debate on European economic governance. Students can choose between two projects with differ-
ent themes: 1) Lessons from the Eurozone crisis; exit Maastricht, 2) Beyond austerity: the future of 
Social  Europe.  
 
2.4a) The European Union and the World. This course addresses the question if the EU is a  front-
runner or a fortress.  The EU is becoming an active global player, but at the same time is struggling 
with its openness to the world. Students can choose between two projects:1) The EU Inside-Out, the 
project will focus on topics in which the EUs external action is driven and defined by internal con-
straints, 2) The EU Outside-In, the project will focus on topics in which external developments force 
the EU to reconsider its openness towards the world.  

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
2.3a)  The EU after the Financial-Economic Crisis. At the completion of this course students:  
-  demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use concepts in the area  of international political econ-
omy;  
-  demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use concepts in the area  of advanced European integra-
tion theory; 
- apply this knowledge and ability in a project, including a decision-making simulation.   
 
2.4a) The European Union and the World. At the completion of this course students: 
- demonstrate knowledge about the international legal framework, the international political 
framework and the regional framework of the EU;  
- demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use concepts in the area of international organizations,  
international relations, security studies, safety studies and human rights;    
- apply this knowledge and ability in a project, including a final academic conference. 
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24 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
In both courses of 15 EC (called modules in Twente) students can choose between two different 
projects. 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course24 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of the 
module (%) 

Exam 2*3 hours 70% 

Project, including assignments and presentations. 2*6000 words 30% 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

--  
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if each entire course of 15 EC (called modules in Twente) 
is passed successfully. 

 
 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 16,6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites. 
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended (and obligatory for some parts). 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
This module is also part of an exchange programme. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

2.3a) Prof. Nico Groenendijk 
2.4a) Prof. Ramses Wessel 

Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social Sciences 
(UT) 

   

16 

Other information: 

This module European Studies (2.3a+2.4a) of 30 EC is one of two tracks students can choose from 
in the fourth semester, the other is Public Administration (2.3b+2.4b). They can also choose a mix-
ture of both ((2.3a+2.3b) or (2.4a+2.4b). 
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25 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Öffentliche Verwaltung (UT) 

Title (English): Public Administration (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 2.3b + 2.4b Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [x] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
4 

EC: 
30 EC 

Workload 
(hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH25) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1.   S+L+P 
2.3b) Policy-making and 
planning 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15 104 316 

2.   S+L+P 
2.4b) The governance of 
co-production 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15 104 316 
 

4 

Content: 
2.3b) Policy-making and planning. Very often large projects (for example in the field of construction, infra-
structure, ICT, health, education, social policy, anti-terrorism) take highly unexpected turns, become un-
controllable in terms of cost, and finally appear to lack any legitimacy from citizens, This course explains 
why this is the case, turning to evidence-based models from the fields of law, political science and public 
administration, and what we can learn from these models for real-life projects and their design. In the 
project, students work on a real-life case of political decision-making and policy implementation in a spe-
cific field that is offered for the course.     
 
2.4b) The governance of co-production. There is a variety of alternatives for the classical professional cen-
tred approach to public service delivery, including de-professionalization, co-production of services and 
citizen initiatives. In this course we focus on the dynamics of interactions between citizens and profes-
sionals  in the context of the governance of social problems. In the first part of the course we will focus on 
the perspective of professionals, in the second part our focus shifts to citizens. The third part is a project 
where students will conduct empirical research about the interactions between citizens and professionals 
and will learn when and how citizens and professionals can successfully cooperate in dealing with impor-
tant public issues. In this project students can choose to focus on coproduction in the domain of public 
safety or in the context of health care.   

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
2.3b) Policy-making and planning. At the completion of this course students are able to:  
- understand and explain the outcomes of political decision-making and policy implementation from theo-
retical models from different disciplines, and  to apply this knowledge to explain the outcome of real-life 
cases using advanced stakeholder analysis; 
- make a theoretically informed prediction about the future outcomes  of political decision-making and 
policy implementation for a real-life case; 
- design a strategic plan for a real-life case of political decision-making and policy implementation. 
 
2.4b) The governance of co-production. At the completion of this course students:  
- understand different models of public service delivery and the roles of professionals citizens therein, and 
have knowledge of factors that explain the behaviour of professionals in public organizations; 
- citizens play different roles in public governance (as member of a social community, subject, client and 
coproducer of publicly provided services, voter and political agent) and have knowledge of factors that 
explain the behaviour of citizens and their views towards politicians and professionals; 
- analyse how citizens and professionals interact in the context of coproduction of public services and 
citizens'  initiatives in public safety or public health, identify factors that influence the success of such 
governance arrangements and develop evidence-based recommendations.   
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26 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
In the projects choice options will be made available. 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course26 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Exam 2*3 hours 70% 

Project, including assignments and presentations. 2*6000 words 30% 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ 

length 

--  
 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if each entire course of 15 EC (called modules in Twente) is 
passed successfully. 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 16,6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites 
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended (and obligatory for some parts). 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
This module is also part of an exchange programme. 

   

15 

Person responsible for the module: Department: 

2.3b) Prof. René  Torenvlied 
2.4b) Prof. Bas Denters  
and prof. Ariana  Need 

Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social Sciences 
(UT) 

   

16 

Other information: 
This module Public Administration (2.3b+2.4b) of 30 EC  is one of two tracks students can choose  from in 
the fourth semester, the other is European Studies(2.3a+2.4a).  They can also choose a mixture of both 
((2.3b+2.3a) or (2.4a+2.4b). 
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27 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title:  Free Elective (UT) + Internship (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.1a Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Quartile 
[x] 2 Quartiles 

Semester: 
5 
 

EC: 
30 

Workload (hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH27) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. S+L 
Courses and projects at other fac-
ulty/department of UT 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15 32 (2) 388 

 2. I Internship [x] P   [  ] WP  10  - 320 

 3. R Report [x] P   [  ] WP 5 - 100 
 

4 

Content: 
This module provides students with the possibility to choose modules at Twente University that are not 
part of the “Public Governance across Borders” programme. These modules are meant to broaden the 
students’ academic horizon. They give them an idea how their study of social, economic and legal stud-
ies and their acquired knowledge and skills may be combined with seemingly alien scientific fields, such 
as engineering or natural sciences.  
The free elective modules provide students with the possibility to develop their personal profile and ac-
tively shape their own educational and academic path. For that reason, it also gives students the greatest 
possible freedom in their choice of modules.  
 
Students are given the opportunity to complement their studies and theoretical knowledge with profes-
sional on-the-job experiences within an internship. The transfer from the system of higher education into 
the labour market and into a profession is thus facilitated. The internship will take place in occupational 
fields relevant to a (European) Public Administration programme, like for instance administration, asso-
ciations, political parties, international organisations, development cooperation, corporations, media, 
research facilities, foundations etc.  
The independent search for and establishing contact with a respective placement are part of the re-
quirements of the module.  
The internship is supervised by a lecturer of the University of Twente. The University of Twente may ar-
range a specific seminar in which all internships of a semester are supervised. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students learn to know and understand disciplinary logics different to those of their own programme. 
Thus they are able to approach complex problems from an interdisciplinary perspective and come to 
more coherent and exhaustive solutions. Next to knowledge about and competences in the approaches 
and methods of other disciplines, students are also enabled to reflect about the strength’ and weak-
nesses of the disciplines in contrast to their own (and vice versa). Additionally, students broaden their 
knowledge in theoretical approaches and their methodical skills.   
 
The module provides students with first-hand insight into qualification requirements, career opportuni-
ties and working conditions for social and political scientists. Students also gain a scientifically 
grounded perspective on their further career planning. Within the report, students are asked to reflect 
theoretically based on the specific requirements of practical political science fields. Students are thus 
motivated to actively develop their own qualifications profile and professional competences. 
 
The module also conveys important key competences to students, e.g. independent working, the ability 
to assert themselves, cooperativeness, problem solving skills, self- and time management and flexibility. 

Module description 2230



 

 

                                                
28 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
According to prior agreement with the supervisor the internship may be chosen freely, provided it has a 
relevant link to the programme. 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course28 

Duration/ 
length 

Weightage 
for overall 
grade of the 
module (%) 

Module or course grades from other faculties/departments are transferred to 
the programme’s grading system. Their average grade constitutes the module 
grade. 
The module consists of a combination of written tests and/or papers and/or 
essays and/or presentations. According to prior agreement with the lectur-
ers, documentations, small empirical assignments, the production of a movie 
or radio features can also be accepted as required examination 

varies  50 

 

Students write a report on their internship. The first part of the report 
(approx. 1/3) deals with the course of the internship, the second part reflects 
on the internship within the field of public administration and is based on a 
scientific research question. The report must contain a work placement cer-
tificate from the employer. 

Two months 
and 3500 
words 

50 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The tutors and lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, prepara-
tory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in 
group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and 
other comparable assignments. 

adjacent 

 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

4The grade of the module weighs 16,6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites, but participation is depended on the programme at the University of Twente that is 
offering these free electives.  

  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for the Bachelor’s Programme “European Public Administration” at  Twente Uni-
versity. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. G.H. Reussing (coordinator) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 

2231



 

  

 

 

 

  

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations (UT) needs to be done via the electronic administration sys-
tem of Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as 
announced on Osiris (http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris). 
It is possible to take the free electives within the first or second quartile. 

2232
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29 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
30 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title:  Free Elective  (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.1b Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Quartile 
[x] 2 Quartiles 

Semester: 
5 
 

EC: 
30 

Workload (hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH29) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. S+L 
Courses and projects at other fac-
ulty/department of UT 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15 32 (2) 388 

 2. S+L 
Courses and projects at other fac-
ulty/department of UT 

[x] P   [  ] WP 15 32 (2) 388 
 

4 

Content: 
This module provides students with the possibility to choose modules at Twente University that are not 
part of the “Public Governance across Borders” programme. These modules are meant to broaden the 
students’ academic horizon. They give them an idea how their study of social, economic and legal stud-
ies and their acquired knowledge and skills may be combined with seemingly alien scientific fields, such 
as engineering or natural sciences.  
  
The free elective modules provide students with the possibility to develop their personal profile and ac-
tively shape their own educational and academic path. For that reason, it also gives students the greatest 
possible freedom in their choice of modules.  

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students learn to know and understand disciplinary logics different to those of their own programme. 
Thus they are able to approach complex problems from an interdisciplinary perspective and come to 
more coherent and exhaustive solutions. Next to knowledge about and competences in the approaches 
and methods of other disciplines, students are also enabled to reflect about the strength’ and weak-
nesses of the disciplines in contrast to their own (and vice versa). Additionally, students broaden their 
knowledge in theoretical approaches and their methodical skills.   

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None  

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

 
 
 

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course30 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Module or course grades from other faculties/departments are transferred 
to the programme’s grading system. Their average grade constitutes the 
module grade.  
The module consists of a combination of written tests and/or papers and/or 
essays and/or presentations. According to prior agreement with the lectur-
ers, documentations, small empirical assignments, the production of a 
movie or radio features can also be accepted as required examination 

varies 100 

 

Module description 2233



 

 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The tutors and lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, prepara-
tory reading of relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in 
group assignments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and 
other comparable assignments. 

adjacent 

 
 

10 

Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 8.3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for the Bachelor’s Programme “European Public Administration” at Twente Uni-
versity. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. G.H. Reussing (coordinator) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations (UT) needs to be done via the electronic administration sys-
tem of Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as 
announced on Osiris (http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris). 
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31 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
32 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title:  Internship (UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.1c Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Quartile 
[x) 2 Quartiles 

Semester: 
5 

(Quartile 1+2) 

EC: 
30  

Workload 
(hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH31) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. I Internship [x] P   [  ] WP  20  - 640 

2. R Report [x] P   [  ] WP  10  - 200 
 

4 

Content: 
Students are given the opportunity to complement their studies and theoretical knowledge with profes-
sional on-the-job experiences within an internship. The transfer from the system of higher education into 
the labour market and into a profession is thus facilitated. The internship will take place in occupational 
fields relevant to a (European) Public Administration programme, like for instance administration, asso-
ciations, political parties, international organisations, development cooperation, corporations, media, 
research facilities, foundations etc.  
The independent search for and establishing contact with a respective placement are part of the re-
quirements of the module.  
The internship is supervised by a lecturer of the University of Twente. The University of Twente may ar-
range a specific seminar in which all internships of a semester are supervised. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
The module provides students with first-hand insight into qualification requirements, career opportuni-
ties and working conditions for social and political scientists. Students also gain a scientifically 
grounded perspective on their further career planning. Within the report, students are asked to reflect 
theoretically based on the specific requirements of practical political science fields. Students are thus 
motivated to actively develop their own qualifications profile and professional competences. 
 
The module also conveys important key competences to students, e.g. independent working, the ability 
to assert themselves, cooperativeness, problem solving skills, self- and time management and flexibility. 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
According to prior agreement with the supervisor the internship may be chosen freely, provided it has a 
relevant link to the programme.  

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[x  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

 
 
 

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course32 
Duration/ 
Length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Students write a report on their internship. The first part of the report 
(approx. 1/3) deals with the course of the internship, the second part 
reflects on the internship within the field of public administration and is 
based on a scientific research question. The report must contain a work 
placement certificate from the employer. 

four 
months and 
7000 words 

100 

 

Module description 2235



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

 
 

 
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 

Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 16.6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Attendance at the internship and contact with the supervisor from the University of Twente. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for the Bachelor’s Programme “European Public Administration” at Twente Uni-
versity. 

   

15 

Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. G.H. Reussing (coordinator) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 
 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations (UT) needs to be done via the electronic administration sys-
tem of Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as 
announced on Osiris (http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris). 
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33 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
34 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title:  Exchange (ERASMUS) (WWU/UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.1d Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [  ] every term 
 [x] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [  ] 1 Quartile 
[x] 2 Quartiles 

Semester: 
5 

(Quartile 1+2) 

EC: 
30 

Workload (hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH33) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. E 
Erasmus Exchange: courses at partner 
university 

[x] P   [  ] WP 30 -- 840 
 

4 

Content: 
Students will spend one semester at a partner university abroad. Modules and courses that shall be stud-
ied during this semester will be subject to a learning/Erasmus agreement between the student and the 
programme coordinator. They must deal with the programmes’ different issue areas (political science, 
sociology, economics and law).  
The programme coordinator and the Erasmus coordinator help students with the organisation of their 
exchange. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
The Erasmus semester serves two purposes.  

1. Students will be able to deepen their knowledge and methodological skills concerning the pro-
grammes’ content and aims, in the fields of political science, sociology, economics and law. 
They also have the chance to specialise according to the course offer of the partner university 
and their interest. 

2. They enlarge their intercultural skills and their ability to adapt to new situations. They will be re-
quired to adjust to a foreign environment. They will have to learn a new language or perfect exist-
ing language skills. Intercultural skills, independence and quick adaptation to new situations 
and structures are increasingly important before the background of an Europeanising and global-
ising job market. 

    

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None  

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course34 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Module or course grades from the partner university are transferred to the 
Dutch grading system. Their average grade constitutes the module grade. 
Modules and courses studied at the partner university are subject to 
agreement by the programme coordinator and noted within an Erasmus 
agreement. 

 -- 100 

Module description 2237



 

 

 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

 
-- 
 

adjacent 

 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 16.6% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

No prerequisites  
  

13 
Attendance: 

Depended on the requirements of the foreign university. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for the Bachelor’s Programme “European Public Administration” at  Twente Uni-
versity. 

   

15 
Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. G.H. Reussing (coordinator) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations (UT) needs to be done via the electronic administration sys-
tem of Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as 
announced on Osiris (http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris). 
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35 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Wahlpflichtbereich (WWU) 

Title (English): Free Electives (WWU)  

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.1e Status: [  ]  Compulsory [x]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [x] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [  ] summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Sem. 
[  ] 2 Sem. 

Semester: 
5 

EC: 
30 

Workload (hrs.): 
840 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH35) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. S standard or reading course [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

2. S standard or reading course [x] P    [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

3. S Bachelor Seminar [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

4. S Bachelor Seminar [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

5. S Bachelor Seminar [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 

6. S Bachelor Seminar [x] P   [  ] WP 5 30 (2) 110 
 

4 

Content: 
Within its three main research areas the Institute of Political Science offers a great number of standard 
courses,  reading courses and bachelor seminars that focus on international and/or European politics or 
have a comparative nature. Concepts of European integration and globalization are treated in most of 
them, as these processes pose some of the major contemporary challenges to national political systems 
and also political science. Thus it is ensured that, even though students can choose courses according to 
personal interest, the courses fit the programme of “Public Governance across Borders”. 
Standard courses introduce specific research areas of political science. They give a profound overview on 
contemporary and classic questions and challenges of their specific research area. Thereby, they build 
on knowledge acquired within the core modules in year one and the basic courses in year two. Thus they 
encourage and indeed require from students to look into concepts, issues and methods of political sci-
ence more deeply. Finally, within these courses, selected contemporary developments are methodologi-
cally and theoretically analysed and discussed.   
Reading courses deepen the ability of students to read and understand political science texts. The range 
of courses encompasses classical authors and theories of political science (e.g. Hobbes, Locke, Toc-
queville etc.) as well as contemporary texts.  
Bachelor seminars are provided for students further within their studies, They deal in detail with very 
specific questions of political science, often on current issues. Most of these seminars also incorporate 
possibilities or specifically ask for learning by research, thus combining theoretical knowledge with em-
pirical analysis. Since students are at a later stage of their studies they are asked to register for four 
bachelor seminars. 
 
Students have the possibility to choose from the course offer of the Institute of Political Science. They are 
required, however, to choose courses with a connection to public governance and the European political 
level. The chosen courses must be agreed upon beforehand by the study administrator. Courses that are 
applicable for this module could deal with 

• Peace- and conflict studies 
• European integration 
• Local and regional governance 
• International Political Economy 
• Global governance 

Module description 2239



 

  

                                                
36 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

• Development studies 
• Political culture and democracy 

Of course courses on other issues, like parties and elections, civil society or media are also applicable if 
they have a comparative nature and deal with different levels of governance. 
 

At this later stage of the programme students have a clearer idea about their own interests, may they be 
issue-specific, or of theoretical or methodical nature. After having gained a good overview over the differ-
ent issues of public governance on national, transnational or European level and having been introduced 
to a number of theoretical and methodical approaches, this module gives students a chance to apply 
their knowledge and skills in detail to issues that caught their interest. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
Students gain an deeper insight into issues in political science and public governance. They are able to 
discuss and to deal with contemporary questions and challenges in political science and apply related 
theories and methods. Thus students learn to apply methods of analysis in social science and learn to 
reflect critically on questions of political science before the background of the discipline.  
In reading courses, students learn to read and understand complex texts from political science and to 
structure and interpret their content and results.  
Within standard courses students also train their presentation skills and their ability to deal with com-
plex problems in teams or individually. 
In bachelor seminars and courses on enquiry-based learning (Forschendes Lernen), students learn to 
apply specific questions of political science to contemporary examples from different political levels. 
They learn to apply their theoretical knowledge and train their methodological/research skills in a practi-
cal manner that teaches them to adjust to different research situations. 

    

6 

Description of electives within the module: 
Within this module, students can choose freely from courses offered by the Institute of Political Science. 
Thus, they can focus on courses that meet their individual interests. Students have to choose 1 standard 
course and one reading course. These different course types aim at conveying different important skills 
and a mixture of both is therefore sensible and made obligatory.   

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[  ] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[x] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course36 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for 
overall grade of 
the module (%) 

Students take required exams in six courses (standard or read-
ing courses) of their choice. The lecturer chooses between a 
written test of 90 minutes, a paper of about 4,500 words or 
several essays with an overall word count of 4,500. According 
to prior agreement with the lecturer, documentations, small 
empirical assignments, the production of a movie or radio 
features can also be accepted as required examination.  

90 min. /4,500 words  

Course 1: see above see above 16,6 

Course 2: see above see above 16,6 

 Course 3: see above see above 16,6 

 Course 4: see above see above 16,6 

 Course 5: see above see above 16,6 

 Course 6: see above see above 16,6 

2240



 

 

  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

Lecturers may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, preparatory reading of 
relevant texts (approx. one hour of reading per week), participation in group assign-
ments, writing of reviews, essays and summaries (up to 600 words) and other compa-
rable assignments. 

adjacent 

 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met) 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 16,6% for the overall grade 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 
No prerequisites  

  

13 
Attendance: 

Regular attendance is highly recommended. 
  

14 
Usability in other programmes: 

The module is designed for all bachelor programmes of the Institute of Political Science. 
   

15 

Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Dr. Matthias Freise (WWU) 
Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
the university. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on the 
homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  
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37 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 
38 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

Title (German):  Professionalisierungsmodul (WWU/UT) 

Title (English): Professionalization Module  (WWU/UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.3 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [x] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [  ]summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Quartile 
[  ] 2 Quartiles 

Semester: 
6  

(Quartile 3) 

EC: 
15 

Workload (hrs.): 
420 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH37) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. R 12a) Professionalization Module  [x] P [  ] WP 15 120 (8) 300 
 

4 

Content: 
The Professionalization consists of five elements:  Philosophy of Science (3 EC), ethics and integrity in 
modern administration (2 EC), labour market orientation and preparation for the master (2 EC), a project 
introduction to and selection of the bachelor thesis circle (4 EC), two workshops for skills and research 
methods (2 EC each). 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
The objectives of the bachelor thesis have been derived from the general so-called Dublin objectives for 
bachelor programmes. Students that have finished a bachelor programme should be able to: 

1. show that they have knowledge of the most recent developments in their academic field; 
2. use their knowledge and insights (including methodological skills) to address practical issues in 

their field; 
3. give a well-balanced assessment of their own work, from an academic angle, from the practical 

side, and from the ethical perspective; 
4. communicate (both orally and in writing) their ideas and insights to a mixed public; 
5. work independently. 

 
 
 
 

  

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None 

   

7 

Assessment methods: 
[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course38 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for overall 
grade of the module (%) 

12a) Professionalization module 
Varies for 
each element 

100 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

The lecturer may request oral presentations of about 30 minutes, preparatory reading 
of relevant texts (ca. one hour of reading per week), participation in group assign-
ments, and other comparable assignments.  

adjacent 

Module description 2242



 

 

 
 
  

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the requirements of 
all relevant assignment need to be met). 

 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 8,3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

Students can only start their bachelor assignments if they have acquired at least 135 EC. 
  

13 
Attendance: 
Regular attendance is highly recommended. 

  

14 

Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for the bachelor programmes “Public Administration” and “European Studies” (BSc-
BSK (ES), Twente University) and the Double Degree bachelor programme “Public Governance across Bor-
ders”. 

   

15 

Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Norbert Kersting (WWU) 
Prof. René Torenvlied (UT) 

Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social Sci-
ences (UT) 

   

16 

Other information: 

Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced 
on Osiris 
(http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris)  
Registration for courses and examinations (WWU) needs to be done via the electronic administration system 
of Münster University. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as announced on 
the homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  
 
Students have to fill in the Assignment form and the Application form through the link to SMS at the Black-
board site of the course ‘Bachelor assignment ES’ (see Course Materials) as soon as they have found an as-
signment. The Assignment form must be signed by the supervisor. Afterwards the form must be handed in at 
BOZ in the Ravelijn-building. 
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39 SWH: semester week hours (Semesterwochenstunden) 

Title (German):  Studienabschluss (WWU/UT) 

Title (English): Thesis Semester (WWU/UT) 

Programme: Public Governance across Borders 
 

1 Number: 3.4 Status: [x]  Compulsory [  ]  Elective 
 

2 Cycle: 
 [x] every term 
 [  ] winter term 
 [  ]summer term 

Duration: [x] 1 Quartile 
[  ] 2 Quartiles 

Semester: 
6  
 

EC: 
15 

Workload (hrs.): 
420 

 

3 

Structure: 

No. Type Course Status EC 
Contact hours  
(hrs. + SWH39) 

Self-study 
(hrs.) 

1. B  
3.4) Bachelor Assignment: Thesis + 
Defence (Bachelor circle)  

[x] P   [  ] WP 
15 

(12+3) 
- 420 

 

4 

Content: 
The bachelor assignment is the final part of the Joint Bachelor’s Degree Programme “Public Governance 
across Borders”. The work amounts to 15 EC. 
The following preparatory procedure applies for the bachelor assignment: 

a) Picking a subject and supervisors (from WWU and UT) 
b) Drawing up a research plan 
c) Presentation of the research proposal at a bachelor circle 
d) Conducting research 

The exact procedure is described within the Bachelor Thesis Guide which forms part of the Examinations 
Regulations. 
Students can start on their thesis research as soon as the thesis plan has been approved by the thesis 
supervisors who need to be from WWU and UT. Students present a first research proposal in a bachelor 
circle and are also required to discuss research proposals of other students throughout the 6th semester.  
Topic, research question and scope of the bachelor thesis are to be framed in a way that students can 
finish the assignment within 12 weeks. The student gives an account of the execution and results of the 
bachelor assignment through a written report (bachelor thesis; language: English) and an oral presenta-
tion and defence (colloquium; language: English). The amount of the written report is a maximum of 25 
pages (10,000 to 12,000 words), excluding the table of contents, appendices, list of literature etc. The 
form of the report is as is usual in scientific and professional journals. The bachelor thesis is awarded 
with 12 credit points. 
The oral presentation has the form of a public presentation and takes 15-20 minutes and is followed by a 
discussion with the audience. Because of the limited amount of time, the presentation must be concise 
and understandable for a broad audience. The presentation is part of the bachelor colloquium/defence, 
which altogether lasts 60 minutes. The oral defence is awarded with 3 credit points. 

  

5 

Acquired competences: 
The objectives of the bachelor thesis have been derived from the general so-called Dublin objectives for 
bachelor programmes. Students that have finished a bachelor programme should be able to: 

6. show that they have knowledge of the most recent developments in their academic field; 
7. use their knowledge and insights (including methodological skills) to address practical issues in 

their field; 
8. give a well-balanced assessment of their own work, from an academic angle, from the practical 

side, and from the ethical perspective; 
9. communicate (both orally and in writing) their ideas and insights to a mixed public; 
10. work independently. 

 
 
 
 

  

6 
Description of electives within the module: 
None 

Module description 2244



 

 

 
                                                
40 Not applicable for final examination (Modulabschlussprüfung) 

7 

Assessment methods: 
[x] Final Examination [Modulabschlussprüfung (MAP)] 
[  ] Examination [Modulprüfung (MP)] 
[  ] Component Examinations [Modulteilprüfungen (MTP)] 

  

8 

Required performance in examinations: 

Quantity and form; connection to the course40 
Duration/ 
length 

Weightage for over-
all grade of the 
module (%) 

Bachelor Thesis  
10,000 to 12,000 
words 

80 

Oral defence 60 min. colloquium 20 
  

9 

Required course work (grading optional): 
Quantity and form; connection to the course Duration/ length 

  
 
 

10 
Prerequisites for attaining credit points: 
Credit points for the module can be attained if the entire module is passed successfully (the require-
ments of all relevant assignment need to be met). 

 
 

11 
Weighting of the grade of the module for the overall grade: 

The grade of the module weighs 8,3% for the overall grade. 
  

12 
Prerequisites for participation: 

Students can only start their bachelor assignments if they have acquired at least 135 EC. 
  

13 
Attendance: 
Regular attendance is highly recommended. 

  

14 

Usability in other programmes: 
The module is designed for the bachelor programmes “Public Administration” and “European Sudies” 
(BSc-BSK (ES), Twente University) and the Double Degree bachelor programme “Public Governance 
across Borders”. 

   

15 

Person responsible for the module: Department: 

Prof. Norbert Kersting (WWU) 
Prof. René Torenvlied (UT) 

Fachbereich 6: Erziehungswissenschaft und Sozial-
wissenschaften (WWU) 
Faculty of Behavioural, Management and Social 
Sciences (UT) 

   

16 

Other information: 
Registration for courses and examinations needs to be done via the electronic administration system of 
Twente University (OSIRIS). Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as an-
nounced on Osiris 
(http://www.utwente.nl/onderwijssystemen/onderwijssystemen/osiris)  
Registration for courses and examinations (WWU) needs to be done via the electronic administration 
system of Münster University. Please follow the hints for required course work and examinations as an-
nounced on the homepage of the Institute of Political Science.  
 
Students have to fill in the Assignment form and the Application form through the link to SMS at the 
Blackboard site of the course ‘Bachelor assignment ES’ (see Course Materials) as soon as they have 
found an assignment. The Assignment form must be signed by the supervisor. Afterwards the form must 
be handed in at BOZ in the Ravelijn-building, 
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Appendix III: BACHELOR THESIS GUIDE 2012/2013 EUROPEAN STUDIES 

 

Three year international bachelor programme ES (ESB)/ Third 
year bachelor programme BSK-ES (Double Diploma) 

 
 
 
From 2010 on all students have to register at the Blackboard site of the course ‘Bachelor assign-
ment ES’. There you can find all the necessary information (forms etc.) 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The bachelor thesis is in principle the final part of both Bachelor-programmes in European Stud-
ies: the three year international bachelor programme (ESB) and the third year of the bachelor 
programme BSK-ES (including the Double Diploma programme with Münster). The thesis 
amounts to 15 EC (i.e. 420 hours or 12 weeks). 
 
Students can start on their thesis research as soon as the thesis plan has been approved by the 
thesis supervisors. Students that go on internships abroad (as part of the minor International 
Management, the minor Sustainable Development and/or their thesis research) will be able to do 
so as from week 9, but these students have to make sure that their thesis research plan is ap-
proved in week 7 or 8. 
 
All ESB-students and Dutch BSK-ES-students can only start their bachelor thesis if they fulfil 
these requirements: 

1.1. they have completed with success the propaedeutic exam, i.e. successfully passed from 
the first into the second year following § 6 par. 2 of the examination regulations. 

1.2. they have acquired at least 135 EC. 
 
The objectives of the bachelor thesis have been derived from the general so-called Dublin objec-
tives for bachelor programmes41. Students that have finished a bachelor programme should be 
able to: 

1. show that they have knowledge of the most recent developments in their academic field 
(i.c. Public Administration & European Studies); 

2. use their knowledge and insights (including methodological skills) to address practical 
issues in their field; 

3. give a well-balanced assessment of their own work, from an academic angle, from the 
practical side, and from the ethical perspective; 

4. communicate (both orally and in writing) their ideas and insights to a mixed public; 
5. work independently. 

 
This outline describes the way this part of the programme is organised (section 2), the way of 
assessment, that is based on the objectives listed above (section 3), and the procedures to be 
followed (section 4). Section 5 is only relevant for the students of the BK-ES Double Diploma pro-
gramme. It explains the procedure to receive both your Dutch and German diploma. 
 
 
 
  

                                                
41 This English outline is based on the Dutch version which deals with these objectives at greater length. 
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2. Organization 
 
2.1. Thesis subjects 

 
Subjects for thesis research can be supplied in various ways: 
- internally, by professors of UT (and WWU for the BSK-ES Double diploma); 
- externally, by governments, businesses or other organisations; 
- by the student him/herself; 

Moreover, the thesis research can be combined with research done within the framework of the 
minor International Management or the minor Sustainable Development. 
In order to facilitate students a subject database will be developed for students of European 
Studies specifically. The database will be operational as from week 49 (and is accessible from 
the CES-site:  
http://www.mb.utwente.nl/ces/ba-dd/Writing%20your%20Bachelor%20thesis/). It can also be 
found on the Blackboard site of the bachelor thesis ‘Bachelor assignment ES’. 
 
Students that are aiming for external subjects/internships should take proper initiatives for it 
themselves. CES staff can help them, provided that they: 
- have already picked an organisation; 
- provide the name, telephone number and e-mail address of the person to contact 

within that organisation (no general contact information!); 
- come up with one or two alternative subjects; 
- come up with a brief curriculum vitae. 

 
In deciding whether a thesis subject is suited for thesis research the following aspects will be 
taken into account: 
- Does the subject enable the student to show that he/she meets the overall pro-

gramme objectives (listed in the introduction)? 
- Can the research be finished within 420 hours? 
- Is it relevant in an academic sense, i.c. relevant to European Studies? 
- Is it relevant in a practical/empirical sense, i.c. relevant to practical issues of European 

integration and governance? 
 
For students that want to combine the International Management minor field study or the Sus-
tainable Development minor field study with their bachelor thesis, it is important that they realise 
beforehand that in principle they have to come up with two theses: 

- A minor thesis in the field of International Management Sustainable Development, which 
will be assessed by the staff that offers these minors; 

- A Bachelor thesis (assessed by the Bachelor thesis supervisors) that has sufficient ‘Euro-
pean’ content. These students will have to explicitly link their minor thesis findings to 
Europe and/or the EU. In most cases it will be possible to do so by simply formulating 
questions that follow-up on or are related to the minor research like: What are the impli-
cations for the EU’s policy? Or: What lessons can be drawn for the EU? Or: What does this 
mean to the relationship of the EU with other countries?42 

 
Bachelor theses that are extended versions only of the minor thesis will not do, as we cannot give 
you double credits for the same piece of work. It is however possible, after consent of your su-
pervisors, to come up with a combined thesis that covers both the minor research questions and 
the bachelor thesis research questions. 
 

2.2. Workplace and internships, costs 

                                                
42 If you have problems formulating such follow-up questions, simply go through the issues covered in the 
core courses of European Studies, and something interesting is bound to come up. 
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The actual place where the thesis research is conducted can also vary, and can include an in-
ternship (in the Netherlands or Germany, or in a foreign country). Neither UT nor WWU will deal 
with your legal status as an employee (salary, insurance et cetera). Neither will we reimburse 
you any of the (travel) costs you make as part of your research. There is however a collective 
travel insurance scheme43. 
 

2.3. Supervision 
 
The Bachelor's assignment is not supervised by a single responsible instructor; instead, a Bache-
lor's committee is assembled (two supervisors) for each assignment. The Bachelor's committee 
for the Double Diploma of the University of Twente and the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität 
Münster consists of lecturers from both universities. The Bachelor's assignment is evaluated on 
an individual basis. The Bachelor's assignment tests the student's competence in the integrated 
application of the knowledge, comprehension and skills covered in the study units. The Examina-
tion Board prescribes an evaluation checklist to help ensure the quality of the evaluation (see 
appendix 2). 
 
If the minor thesis and the bachelor thesis are combined, students will be supervised by a two- 
person-committee, consisting of the minor supervisor and the European Studies supervisor. It is 
up to them to decide whether you write a combined thesis or two separate ones. In most cases 
the organisation that offers an internship also offers an (external) supervisor that will cooperate 
with the internal supervisors. If an internship is done abroad, it is compulsory to have an external 
supervisor. The external supervisor will act as sparring partner, will make sure that you will be 
properly introduced in the organisation, will provide the information you need to do your thesis 
research, and will advise the internal supervisors in the end regarding the assessment of the 
bachelor thesis. In all cases, the internal supervisors are responsible for the final assessment of 
the thesis. 
 

2.4. Preparatory course 
 
For the programme ESB in addition to the bachelor thesis the preparatory course ‘Research pro-
posal bachelor thesis’ (course code 194128080) is included  in the curriculum. Students for the 
programme BSK-ES (including the Double Diploma programme) are advised to do this prepara-
tory course as an optional course. If they do not choose do to follow this preparatory course the 
research plan must be made within the 15 EC available for the ES-bachelor thesis under supervi-
sion of the examiners. 
 

2.5. Written and oral report 
 
The student gives an account of the execution and results of the bachelor assignment through a 
written report (bachelor thesis) and an oral presentation. The amount of the written report is a 
maximum of 25 pages (about 10.000 words), excluding the table of contents, appendices, list of 
literature etc. The form of the report is as is usual in scientific and professional journals. The oral 
presentation has the form of a public presentation and takes 15-20 minutes and is followed by 
questions from the supervisors and a discussion with the audience. Because of the limited 
amount of time (about 60 minutes), the oral presentation must be concise and understandable 
for a broad audience. The presentation is part of the bachelor colloquium. 
  

                                                
43 See the manual MB-Bachelor programs going abroad for more information on internships in a foreign 
country and http://www.utwente.nl/internationaloffice/practical/travelinsurance/ for more information on 
insurances. 
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2.6. Bachelor colloquium 
 
The presentation takes place in the form a colloquium. This is a concise public presentation of 
15-20 minutes. The oral presentation is followed by questioning by the supervisors and a discus-
sion with the audience, which is led by the supervisors (examiners). If all requirements for the 
bachelor programme are met, the bachelor diploma is conferred at the colloquium. To be able to 
make sure that during the graduation all administrative requirements have been met, it is neces-
sary to inform the Educational Office (BOZ) in time – at least 15 working days before – on the de-
sired graduation date. 
 
 
 
3. Assessment 
 
The assessment of the bachelor thesis will be based on three aspects: 

a) The thesis as such. Obviously, this is the most important aspect. The assessment will in-
clude both the academic content of the thesis (‘matter’) as its merits as a means of com-
munication (‘form’). The thesis has to be written in English; 

b) The way the thesis research has been conducted (‘process’); 
c) The final colloquium which will consist of a 15-20 minutes presentation of the research, 

followed by discussion. The colloquium is public, and the audience will be made up of 
fellow-students, family, and the thesis supervisors. 

The assessment will be done by the internal supervisors, if necessary taking into account the 
opinion of the external supervisor, if any. The final responsibility and the decision power however 
rests with the internal supervisors (examiners). 
 
The mark will be given in whole points, on a scale from 0 to 10. The bachelor programme can only 
be finished after receiving a mark of 6 or more for the bachelor thesis (no marks lower than 6 are 
allowed for the thesis). Students are admitted to their colloquium only if assessment points a. 
and b. (matter, form, process) are expected to merit a minimum mark of 6, based on the draft 
thesis. A complete list of the assessment criteria can be found in appendix 2. 
In case the minor thesis and bachelor thesis are combined, there is still a separate assessment 
of the thesis by the minor supervisor and the ES supervisor, which could lead to different marks 
for the same thesis because of differences in assessment criteria. 
 
4. Procedure 
 
In order to finish you have to go through the following steps: 
 

Step Statement needed 
A. Pick a subject and (internal) supervisors  
B. Draw up a research plan, discuss it with the supervisors  
C. Conduct your actual research Starting statement 
D. Hand in the draft thesis to (internal) supervisors, get feedback 
and revise the thesis 

 

E. Final revision of the thesis Colloquium statement 
F. Colloquium  

 
 
 
From 2010 on students have to fill in the Assignment form and the Application form through the 
link to SMS at the Blackboard site of the course ‘Bachelor opdracht ES’ (see Course Materials) as 
soon as you have found an assignment. The Assignment form must be signed by the first super-
visor. Afterwards the form must be printed out and handed in in the Ravelijn-building at BOZ 
(Educational Office). 
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STEP A 
 
You can start with this step right away. Actually, it does make sense to start well in time with find-
ing a thesis subject and supervisors. You can contact organisations or professors yourself, but 
you can also use the BA-ES subject database (as from the end of November 2012). 
 
STEP B 
 
The research plan has to include: 
- Personal details (name, student#, address, telephone, e-mail et cetera) 
- Brief abstract of the research proposal 
- Background of the research (what problem is involved?, why is it interesting to do 

research on that problem?) 
- Objectives of the research (academic, practical) 
- Central question the research addresses, followed by sub-questions 
- Overview of the literature that will be used (with a list of references at the end of the plan) 
- Discussion of the main methodological choices (how will the research be conducted, and 

why? What data will be used?) 
- Preliminary contents of the thesis (chapters, paragraphs) 
- Detailed planning over the 10,5 weeks involved. 

 
Please bear in mind that your bachelor thesis is very similar to (but larger than) the papers you 
have written for the core courses in European studies, so please use our European Studies guide 
on Writing Papers (available on the CES-site). Moreover, it is advisable to also have a look at the 
–also highly similar – structure for research proposals used by the minors. 
The research plan has to be discussed with your supervisors. In general, make sure that you 
make an appointment well in time, and make sure that your supervisors have sufficient time to 
read your documents. Incorporate such ‘delays’ in your initial planning! 
 
Your supervisors will decide whether the research qualifies as Bachelor-ES thesis research, tak-
ing into account the criteria listed in appendix 2. Moreover they will assess the feasibility of your 
plan. It is possible that you need to revise your initial research plan. When the supervisors are 
satisfied with your plan, together you must fill out two forms (Assignment form and Application 
form) at the link to the SMS-system at the Blackboard-site. 
 
 
STEP C 
 
It is obligatory to discuss your research with your supervisors during step A and D, but most likely 
you may need more input from their side. Establish a workable engagement with your supervi-
sors, especially when you conduct your research abroad. 

 

STEP D 
 
Make sure that your draft thesis is complete from cover to cover, because at this stage you 
probably do not want to be confronted with any delays. Also make sure that you and your super-
visors agree on what needs to be done in terms of revision. 
 
This step should be concluded by the signing by the supervisors of the Colloquium statement. 
Moreover you should pick a date/time for your colloquium. It may be advisable to pick a prelimi-
nary date together with your supervisors at an earlier stage. Please bear in mind that at UT we 
have an academic recess that runs from the end of June 2013 to the end of August 2013. Some-
time in between these dates your supervisors are likely to enjoy their holidays. 
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You hand in your Colloquium statement at BOZ and inform them of the planned colloquium date. 
If you have completed all other parts of the bachelor programme, BOZ will arrange a venue for 
you to hold your colloquium and will make the necessary announcements. You must inform BOZ 
at least 3 WEEKS (15 working days) in advance of your colloquium date. 
 
STEP E 
 
In the meanwhile you can work on the final version of your thesis. Ultimately ONE WEEK (which 
means 5 working days) before the colloquium you have to hand in paper copies of the final report 
to your internal supervisors. You also have to send a digital version of your thesis to: scrip-
ties_mb@mb.utwente.nl 
 

STEP F 
 
Finally you will be preparing your presentation and defence of the thesis at the colloquium. 
 
 
5. Procedure to receive your Dutch and German diploma (BSK-ES Double Diploma) 
 
German Students must hand over their study results from Münster to BOZ before the colloquium 
and must send their study results and a copy of the Dutch diploma to the administration in Mün-
ster themselves after the colloquium OR hand these over in Twente to BOZ who will send it to 
Muenster for you. 
 
 
 
Criteria and assessment of the thesis plan 
 

 
Criteria: 
 

The thesis plan includes: 
- a short summary of the plan 
- objective: a short and clears description of the goals of the research or the design (scien-

tific and societal interest) 
- a sharply formulated research question and possible sub-questions 
- approach/strategy 

• which theories are used for the answer of the research question and the sub-
questions 

• which data are used for the answer 
• which research methods and techniques are used 
• justification of the choices made 

- the expected end results 
- time planning and time expenditure: an estimation of the time needed for the different 

activities, provided with dates and products/results to be delivered. 
- a list of literature consulted (or eventually to be consulted) 

 
Assessment: 
 

The thesis plan or design plan is formally assessed at its feasibility. Especially the following 
points are taken into account: 

1. is the objective clear 
2. are the research question and the sub-questions clear (what is and what isn’t in-

cluded  in the research and how is this motivated) 
3. does the answer to the research question contribute to the objective (relevance) 
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4. are the starting-points and the suppositions explicit 
5. are the theories useful for answering the research-question; have alternative possibili-

ties been considered; are choices motivated 
6. are the right data collected for answering the research-question; are all data to be col-

lected necessary for the answer; has a realistic estimation been made for the time 
needed and the possibilities for the data-collection 

7. is it clear why is chosen to use certain methods; are the right methods chosen for an-
swering the research question 

8. is the expected end result feasible 
9. is the time planning feasible 
10. is the relevant literature used for answering the research question 

 
 
 
Criteria for the assessment of the thesis 
 
The official bachelor thesis assessment form can be found on the CES-site and on Blackboard: 
http://www.utwente.nl/mb/ces/ba-dd/Writing%20your%20Bachelor%20thesis/ 
 

Identifying the research problem 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is capable of formulating a relevant research problem 
for a relatively simple research or design assignment under supervision, including research 
and/or design questions and a corresponding strategy or general line of approach. He/she has 
provided argumentation for the choices made, based on an identification of the objective, the 
core problem and the relevant solution parameters on the one hand and the theory and/or em-
pirical considerations on the other hand. 
 
Literature review & theoretical/conceptual framework 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is capable of compiling a number of conventional 
scientific and professional sources which are relevant to the assignment and of studying them 
critically. The student has also demonstrated that he/she is capable of constructing a theoretical 
and conceptual framework through proper use of theories, models and concepts which he/she 
has selected and which are relevant to the field in question. This framework enables the research 
question to be accentuated in a clearly structured and manageable manner. In doing so, he/she 
has incorporated aspects of the latest developments in the field. 
 
Research design/approach to problem 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is capable of drawing up an action plan for carrying 
out the (design oriented) research under supervision. In doing so, he/she has made critical use of 
existing conceptual frameworks and standard operationalization methods. The student has pro-
vided adequate argumentation for the approach selected and has ensured that it follows logically 
from the research problem and the theoretical framework. 
 
Data collection and data analysis and/or design and validation of the design 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is capable of handling the instruments for data collec-
tion and analysis in a valid and reliable manner with a degree of supervision resulting in a data 
set and corresponding analysis results which enable him/her to answer the research questions 
and/or: The student has demonstrated that he/she can adequately handle the instruments for 
designing, selecting and validating solutions with a degree of supervision, resulting in a design 
for the solution to the problem which meets the set specifications/requirement. 
 
Conclusions and recommendations 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is capable of describing research and design  results and 
of relating them to the research problem, the research or design questions and the relevant litera-
ture. The student has also demonstrated the ability to reflect critically on the strengths and weak-
nesses of the research carried out and, when forming an opinion of the results, to give due consid-
eration to the scope for generalization on the one hand and the social, societal and/or ethical as-

2252

http://www.utwente.nl/mb/ces/ba-dd/Writing%20your%20Bachelor%20thesis/


 

pects in the immediate context on the other hand. 
 
Written reporting 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is able to present the data – in qualitative and/or 
quantitative form – clearly and according to accepted scientific convention. His/her argumenta-
tion is structured, logical and linguistically correct, and the literature references have been incor-
porated according to a scientific standard used in the field in question. 
 
Oral reporting (colloquium) 
The student has demonstrated that he/she is capable of giving a presentation which is clear, 
structured, satisfactorily illustrated with visual aids, and comprehensible to listeners of various 
levels and from different backgrounds, whereby due consideration is given to both the design and 
the key results of the assignment and argumentation is given to support the most important 
choices. 
 
Independence and professional skills 
The student has demonstrated a degree of independence in preparing and executing the assign-
ment and is capable of planning and managing the research and/or design process (within a time 
limit). The student has also demonstrated the skills needed to cooperate effectively and has 
shown the capacity to function adequately within an organizational context. Lastly, the student 
has demonstrated the ability to reflect on his/her own performance, including the capacity to 
identify a number of lessons for the future. 
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